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We were t old that  geopolit ics is the great  p lay of power across solid Euclidian sur faces.  Cut  
apart  by linear  borders,  the state system  -  a t erritorially based jurid ical form at ion -  appeared to 
dom inate all form s of sovereignt y  over  individuals and act ion.  Later  we star ted t o im agine that  
all solid nat ional spaces m elt ed int o a single great  ocean of ever-present  sm ooth connect ivity . 
We assum ed borders were replaced with bureaucracies,  issues and concepts,  regulat ion with 
boundless flow. 

But  var ious fault  lines now steered again th is order. Just  as along Norwegian coast s -  fjords,  
I slands and lakes break the coherent  cont inuity  of both water  and land -  polit ical surface has 
now splint ered into discont inuous t erritorial fragm ents set -apart  and fort if ied by m akeshift  
barriers,  t em porary boundaries, or  invisib le security  apparatuses. I nstead of it s edges clear ly  
dem arcated by cont inuous lines, polit ical spaces has now grown t o resem ble a t err itor ial 
patchwork of int rovert  enclaves located side by side,  each w it hin t he other,  sim ultaneously  and 
in unprecedented proxim it ies. 

These shreds are I slands-  externally  alienated and internally hom ogenized ext raterr itorial 
enclaves -  spaces of polit ical void or st rategic im plant s -  lay ing outside the jurisdict ion that  
physically  surrounds t hem . I slands are the t errit orialized nodes of a de- t err itor ialized power -  
one dist r ibuted t hrough m ilitary,  polit ical or  financial networks.  Although,  and perhaps because 
the new wor ld-order,  governed by super-nat ional and non- localised inst it ut ions,  is non-
territorial,  that  it  increasingly  relies on t he physical infrast ructure t hat  only real- space can 
provide. 

I slands are rem iniscent  of the com plex polit ical archit ecture that  dom inated Europe before the 
1648 Treat y  of Westphalia, characterized by a m ult ip licity  of overlapping quasi- sovereign 
powers, a dispersed cont rol over  t he use of coercion and organized v iolence and the over  whole 
presence of fort if icat ions in an evolving landscape of perm anent  conflict .  Then I slands as city-
states prov ided an exclusive cit izenship,  I slands as places of refuge provided sanctuary from  
persecut ion, I slands as tax free port s prov ided financial Havens.  But  within th is polit ical 
landscape of feudalism ,  t he Catholic Church provided perhaps the clearest  exam ple for  power 
operat ing a de- t erritorialized polit ical system ;  it s physical m anifestat ions -  churches, palaces 
and m onasteries,  m uch like present  day Vat ican -  were placed beyond the reach of t he polit ical 
order w it hin whose t erritory  t hey rested. 

Against  t his geography of ext raterritoriality , the m odern state system  const ructed separate 
coherent  polit ical units with exclusive cont rol of violence w ith in t heir borders. The m odern 
polit ical proj ect  is m ade up of two com plem entary act ions:  the dom est icat ion of the state's 
int erior,  based on a discip linary polit ics and an idea of cultural hygiene, and the exclusions of 
the out side,  w ith which it s f inds it self in constant  violent  engagem ent . 

I slands were sim ply  exported to the m argins of European geography, thus extending it s 
front iers.  There they appeared as the 'outpost s of civ ilizat ion'  float ing w ith in t he sea of yet  un-
ordered barbarit y.  The colonies, them selves -  som et im es under quasi-private sovereignt y such 
as th is of the Br it ish East  I ndia Com pany,  sovereign in I ndia unt il 1856,  but  in m ost  cases 
incorporated into the legal body of the m otherland -  were laid out  on the basis of a polit ics of 
hygiene and a geography of segregat ion.  Ext ra- t err it or ial I slands of jur isdict ion appeared as well 
at  Europe's encounter  with the count ries "outside"  of the global colonial order  -  China,  Japan,  
the Ot tom an Em pire, Persia,  Siam  and Ethiopia. Merchants,  m ilitary personnel,  church 
m issioners and new set t lers, were not  subj ect  t o the laws of these quasi kingdom s but  lived in 
enclaves that  were legally  incorporated into the territorial body of their  hom e nat ions. 

Figures of ext raterritorialit y  returned to haunt  current  polit ical order. They becom es t he nodes of 
a de- t err itorialized system  that  operates across geopolit ical networks.  They are the physical 
infrast ructure for  the dist r ibut ion of f inance and st rategic power. 
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The hist or ical I slands of ext ra- territorial refuge and sovereignt y  have evolved into today's zones 
of hum anitarian intervent ion -  set  in responses t o states of em ergency or  ext rem e hum anitarian 
cr isis;  m ilitary  cam ps -  deployed for  the defense of foreign investm ents, natural resources,  
int ernat ional t ransport  or  on behalf of nat ionals abroad;  or Special Enterpr ise Zones -  set  as 
m anufactur ing enclaves for  the financial exploitat ion of advancing nat ions by advanced ones. 
But  t he int ernat ional- law pr incip les of " suspended sovereignty"  and of "ext raterr it or ial 
jur isdict ion" ,  on which I slands relay,  violate jur idical territoriality  in a way that  set s a clear  
challenge to t he sovereign power of t he state in which they exist , and indeed to the Westphalian 
state system  in general. 

But  t here ex ist  as well spaces of another  type of int er iority , shadowing t he m ore visible 
econom ical and polit ical network. These are " lawless"  zones in var ious states of "anarchy,  
povert y, decay and crim e". The refugee cam p,  t he favela and t he protected corridors in 
Afghanistan or  Cent ral Am er ica are for  the drug t raffickers and arm s dealers what  Tax Havens 
and internat ional banking are to t he financial m arket . Here t hey are black I slands of d isorder  
float ing w it hin t he sm ooth sea of ordered internat ional f lows. 

Part ly  ret reat ing,  par t ly  forced into isolat ion,  Gray I slands are governed by war lords, private 
ent repreneurs,  clan chiefs, arm ies for hire,  or youth gangs,  and are in a state of low  intensit y, 
perm anent  conflict .  I ndeed of the 70 recognized polit ical conflict s across the world t oday, only  
six m anifest  t hem selves as war between two or  m ore sovereign state actors, while at  least  half 
are carried out  besides any j ur idical fram ework of any legit im ate power.  These shadow conflict s 
m ost  oft en only  com e into light  when t hey dist urb the off icial flow of goods,  capital and 
resources. 

 At  the front iers -  when gray I slands m eet  t he space of f low  -  counter  warlords of var ious t ypes 
em erge -  private securit y com panies and other  such m ercenaries of var ious t ypes operat ing 
"Anywhere, Anyt im e"  -  offer ing t heir form  of v iolence to the serv ice of the m iddle classes as a 
ready- m ade product  on the m arket . 

Pirates,  the natural inhabitant s of I slands,  learn how to abuse the advantage of t heir geography 
-  the polit ical voids and legal loopholes help const itut e an alt ernat ive, faster, deadlier, m ore 
eff icient  system s of f low.  Piracy was indeed for  t rans-oceanic t rade what  t errorism  is for 
econom ic globalizat ion. The ext raterr it or ial nature of t errorism  (and t he narcot ics t rade)  
prom pted the creat ion of a legal system  aspiring to an equal ext raterritorial nature.  This form  of 
legal ext raterritorialit y  applies to individuals or  act iv it ies,  such as t hose of US cit izens,  
regardless of their  locat ion out side t he territory  of their  state. Ext raterr itor ial extension of 
m odern Am erican crim inal law  m eans in som e cases t hat  t he US nat ional is legally  considered as 
an em bodim ent  of the State abroad. Unit ed Nat ions t rust  t err itories in t he Pacif ic, the Panam a 
canal, Bosnia Herzegovina, tax havens in the Caribbean,  Palest in ian refugee cam ps, no f ly  
zones,  int ernat ional court s,  Guantanam o Bay in Cuba, gated com m unit ies in Orange County,  
warships cruising t he high seas or  set t lem ents perched on occupied land m ay all be 
ext raterr it or ial spaces designat ing an except ional state while being alienated from  their 
surrounding order. 

X-Ray cam p in Guantanam o Bay, Cuba lies outside U.S. jurisdict ion -  t he area is Cuban soil -  but  
is under the cont rol of the US m ilitary.  This com bined status of cont rol without  j ur isdict ion 
turned the sit e into a unique polit ical and legal laboratory  since the beginning of the war on 
terrorism . A person held in Guantanam o is not  protected by neither  int ernat ional nor  US law.  



 

The US adm inist rat ion refuses pr isoners -  suspected m em bers of t he Taliban or al- Qaeda -  the 
status of "war pr isoners" , int roducing a new category, which is in effect  a non- category -  one 
operat ing only  by negat ion -  the "unlawful enem y com batant"  has non of t he legal right s any 
other category of prisoner has.  The polit ical void in which the prisoners are held is m ir rored by a 
sensual one -  photographs of t he cam p show prisoners, their  eyes m outh and ears folded,  
incom m unicado,  prevented from  sensing and com prehending t heir surroundings. Thus, w ithout  
access to neither lawyers nor  v isitors,  in the base on Guantanam o Bay as well as in Am er ican 
bases such as t hose in Bagram , Afghanistan and on t he island of Diego Gracia,  Brit ish I ndian 
Ocean Terr it ory,  t hat  operate according to sim ilar jurid ical pr incipal, Pr isoners m ay go on 
float ing in indefinit e detent ion.  The absence of law has created a new type of space, one in 
which a person m ay be reduced to the level of b iological life,  a body without  polit ical or legal 
right s, a living dead. 

I slands are sit es of int ernally regim ented order . Utopia has ever  been im agined as an island 
art if icially  cut  off from  the land -  a p lace of exile for  t he perfect ion of societ y. I n fact ,  every 
effor t  m ade since for the realizat ion of Ut opia began w ith t he establishm ent  of an ext raterritorial 
space surrounded by the " social m at t er"  it  aim ed to leave behind. 

Our proj ect  invest igates t he process by which contem porary polit ical space was shat t ered, the 
nature of it s various fragm ents,  as well as the different  m anifestat ion of its edges -  the new 
barriers,  fort if icat ions and securit y  zones.  We approached wr it ers, archit ect s and ar t ist s,  for  
their cont ribut ions in order to set  out  what  will becom e an expending dict ionary of I slands.  The 
I slands presented here are each a fragm ent  of a " left -over"  geography,  an enclaved space set  
for the colonizat ion of an int ernal front iers from  which " t here is no longer an out side" ,  t heir 
diversit y of condit ions exem plify the inconsistent  behavior  and self-dest ruct ive im pulses of the 
present  polit ical order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Th e Fr on t ier s of  Ut op ia 
Th e I slan d  as a 
Ter r i t or ia l  Mach in e   

A n sel m  Fr an k e    

PUBLISHED IN  TERRI TORI ES.  THE FRONTIERS OF UTOPIA AND OTHER FACTS ON THE 
GROUND, VERLAG DER BUCHHANDLUNG WALTHER K…NIG,  2004, Ed.  by Anselm  Franke and 
Eyal Weizm an 

"The élan that draws humans toward islands extends the double movement that produces 
islands in themselves. Dreaming of islands - whether with joy or in fear, it doesn't matter - is 
dreaming of pulling away, of being already seperate, far from any continent, of being lost and 
alone - or it is dreaming of starting from scratch, recreating, beginning anew. Some islands 
drifted away from the continent, but the island is also that toward which one drifts; other 
islands originated in the ocean, but the island is also the origin, radical and absolute." Gilles 
Deleuze 

We used to im agine "utopia"  as far  away,  closed, apart ,  and self- sufficient  -  a place located 
beyond the hor izon.  But  utopia, in som e sense,  is the horizon it self,  t he front ier of t he 
im aginat ion,  a porous and f lex ible dem arcat ion of the what  we could th ink of,  of the im aginable.  
Thus,  t he " locat ion"  of Ut opia is to be found in between rhetor ics,  narrat ions,  and t he 
"perform ances"  of place,  result ing from  one's posit ioning w ith in t he m at rix of physical space. 

Ever since Thom as More wrote his novel in 1516, Utopia has been im agined as an island,  
art if icially  cut  off from  the land -  a p lace of exile for  t he perfect ion of societ y. I n fact ,  every 
effor t  m ade since for the realizat ion of utopia began w ith t he establishm ent  of a t erritorial island 
surrounded by the social staff it  has been left  behind. 

The island is a t err itor ial m achine,  producing belief of what  was form erly  unthinkable while 
lim it ing it  at  the sam e t im e (a sovereign gesture)  -  the radical new and the original state of 
"nature"  all at  one place,  at  one t im e. The island is a m achine of decontextualisat ion and 
recontextualisat ion -  t he sam e double m ovem ent  t hat  Deleuze indicates in t he quote above.  The 
utopian island, art if icially cut  off from  the land ( as opposed t o the oceanic island, which can 
never be utopian,  for the link, the possible br idge to t he or igins of the utopians,  and t hus the 
utopian narrat ion is m issing -  oceanic islands would not  be utopian but  pr im it ive,  barbar ian,  
nat ive) , is necessar ily the island of expansion and advancem ent :  it  creates otherness while 
paradoxically  both dom est icat ing and naturalizing it  at  the sam e t im e,  constant ly  reproducing 
the drift  toward islands,  new im aginary horizons. The inhabitant s of utopia would t hus 
necessarily  be nothing less than supernatural cyborgs in a pr im it ive banana landscape. 

Utopia is a m odel space (Michel Foucault  coined the term  heterotopia to describe t his condit ion) ,  
a one- to-one m odel im plem ented on the ground, no longer separat ing im aginat ion from  realit y,  
im posing a m achine of ext ract ion and purif icat ion. But  the island of utopia is not  m erely  a space 
of int ensificat ion or  a m ir ror  of certain isolated funct ions of societ y  (as in Foucault 's descr ipt ion 
of the heterotopia) ,  it  indeed t ranscends t he t err itory and it s context  as such.  The island of 
utopia prepares it s appearance by creat ing a tabula rasa,  a process of erasing both t im e and 
space,  a conceptual cleansing of the ground,  as reflected in the blanks and the whit eness of 



colonial m aps,  f inding it s m ost  ext rem e expression in t he genocidal v iolence of the set t ler  
against  the nat ive, naturally understood as a hygienic operat ion.  The utopian island is built  upon 
am nesia and dyslexia;  alienated from  t im e and space,  it  is thrown to exist  in m ere presence.  
I slands are sit uated and installed at  the respect ive edges of the hor izon,  and indeed t hey push 
back t he horizon;  the island gives hom e to the avant -garde -  and it  is the avant -garde it self.  

"And then of course the hero, the benevolent guerrilla of 12 Monkeys, reenacts the founding 
myth of civilization/society, creating zones of safety just as the sovereign did in Hobbes' 
Leviathan. Through their decisionist act, a distinction between the law and chaos, between 
humanity and bare life, is established."  BŸlent  Diken and Carsten Bagge Laust sen,  "Zones of 
indist inct ion -  security , terror,  and bare life,"  2003 

 "An irresistible movement is bearing the great nations of Europe towards the conquest of 
fresh territories. It is like a huge steeplechase into the unknown..." Jules Ferry,  1890 

I slands are naturally  surrounded by water,  and t hose islands erected on t errest rial ground 
m etaphor ically const ruct  t hem selves by understanding t heir surrounding as an equivalent  to 
water.  The absence of t he surrounding "ocean" would sim ply  d isable the island's fundam ental 
working -  t he funct ioning of it s hygiene,  t he cont rol of it s exchanges.  Thus the island of utopia is 
the or igin of all m arit im e m etaphors, m anifest ing it self,  for instance,  in today's phrases of f loods 
of refugees and im m igrants,  t hat  are im agined as unfurling over  " fort ress Europe,"  the civ ilized 
island against  the oceanic anarchy beyond it s shores. 

I t  is not  a surpr ise t hough that  in the passage of history  t hese oceanic ideas where proj ected 
onto t he ocean it self.  I n h is work Fish Story,  Allan Sekula quotes Hugo Grot ius ( known for  h is 
concept  of the universal open seas)  as an exam ple of early  seventeenth- century  Dutch legal 
theory:  ...the OCEAN, that expanse of water which antiquity describes as immense, the 
infinite, bounded only by the heavens, parent of all things... the ocean which... can neither be 
seized nor enclosed; nay, which rather possesses the earth than is possessed.2 

Sekula claim s t hat  Hugo Grot ius' pathos is som ewhat  cynical,  w rit ing in order to defend t he 
int erests of the Dutch East  I ndia Com pany against  Port uguese claim s to exclusive t rading r ights 
in the southwest  Pacif ic. This is int erest ing, since cynicism  is m ost ly  st rategic:  who could 
propose t err itor ial "anarchy"  as j ur idical states of except ion,  ideal grounds for exploitat ion and 
piracy in the nam e of t he law? 

Grot ius suggest s that  only islands could be possessed,  t hough not  t he water  surrounding t hem . 
He did not  m ent ion that  islands,  especially as legal form at ions, could be expanded, and as m ost  
islands are st rategic point s, they also becom e the very m eans of expansion. 

Generally, in all the western settlements, three classes, like the waves of the ocean, have 
rolled one after the other. First comes the pioneer, who depends for the subsistence of his 
family chiefly upon the natural growth of vegetation, called the "range," and the proceeds of 
hunting... The next class of emigrants purchase the lands, add field to field, clear out the 
roads, throw rough bridges over the streams, put up hewn log houses with glass windows and 
brick or stone chimneys, occasionally plant orchards, build mills, school-houses, court-houses, 
etc., and exhibit the picture and forms of plain, frugal, civilized life.  Another wave rolls on. 
The men of capital and enterprise come. The settler is ready to sell out and take the 
advantage of the rise in property, push farther into the interior and become, himself, a man of 
capital and enterprise in turn... Thus wave after wave is rolling...  Peck's New Guide to the 
West ,  1836 

More's Ut opia was wr it t en at  the dawn of capitalism  -  and his picturing of the island cut  off from  
the land is m ost  obviously a react ion toward and a logical consequence of another  cutoff,  
another  uproot ing tak ing place at  the sam e point  in hist ory  -  the "orig inal (or  pr im it ive)  
accum ulat ion"  descr ibed by Marx,  achieved through "enclosures,"  the com m odificat ion and 
fencing off of rural land in Britain in the early four teenth century.  More refers to t his process at  



the very beginning of "Utopia" :  

"The increase of pasture," said I, "by which your sheep, which are naturally mild, and easily 
kept in order, may be said now to devour men, and unpeople, not only villages, but towns; for 
wherever it is found that the sheep of any soil yield a softer and richer wool than ordinary, 
there the nobility and gentry, and even those holy men the abbots, not contented with the old 
rents which their farms yielded, nor thinking it enough that they, living at their ease, do no 
good to the public, resolve to do it hurt instead of good. They stop the course of agriculture, 
destroying houses and towns, reserving only the churches, and enclose grounds that they may 
lodge their sheep in them...." "Luxury likewise breaks in apace upon you, to set forward your 
poverty and misery; there is an excessive vanity in apparel, and great cost in diet; and that 
not only in noblemen's families, but even among tradesmen, among the farmers themselves, 
and among all ranks of persons. You have also many infamous houses, and, besides those 
that are known, the taverns and alehouses are no better; add to these, dice, cards, tables, 
foot-ball, tennis, and quoits, in which money runs fast away; and those that are initiated into 
them, must in the conclusion betake themselves to robbing for a supply. Banish these 
plagues, and give orders that those who have dispeopled so much soil, may either rebuild the 
villages they have pulled down, or let out their grounds to such as will do it: restrain those 
engrossings of the rich, that are as bad almost as monopolies; leave fewer occasions to 
idleness; let agriculture be set up again, and the manufacture of the wool be regulated, that so 
there may be work found for those companies of idle people whom want forces to be thieves, 
or who, now being idle vagabonds or useless servants, will certainly grow thieves at last. If 
you do not find a remedy to these evils, it is a vain thing to boast of your severity in 
punishing theft, which though it may have the appearance of justice, yet in itself is neither 
just nor convenient..." 

Utopia provides refuge for  t hose who are uprooted,  disfranchised and cut  off from  their  m eans 
of product ion.  The proletarian refuge is the cit y, the becom ing- m oloch,  in search of a living 
( follow ing th is logic,  the cit y  will becom e the sore spot  of m odernist  utopias in the twent ieth 
century) .  Others escape t he city . But  the expansion towards the hor izon is based on the 
experience of uproot ing and alienat ion, of start ing ever  anew.  The island of utopia it self 
becom es an enclosure,  and it  becom es the plat form  from  which all future enclosures are carr ied 
out . 

The various at t em pts grounding the utopian island would naturally  take place at  t he periphery of 
it s or igin, expanding towards the horizon,  colonizing and pushing back t he horizon it self.  
Utopians, already backed by t he exper ience of alienat ion and uproot ing and qualified by the 
exert ions of their  j ourneys,  becom e set t lers -  and the utopian island t urns int o the front ier. 

"The dis-possessed, the outsider, the visionary of social justice - these people have designs 
for utopia. The frontier spirit is a product of the utopian dream, even though it most often 
manifests what we might call dystopian effects. Mr. Parker and Mr. Longbaugh saw their 
options narrowing, so they stepped off the path and went looking for a frontier. What is 
frontier? A space of freedom and possibility." Jill Stauffer, The Front ier,  Now;  2001 

The out law,  t he natural inhabitant  of the island of utopia,  carr ies on t he m ission of t he law -  t he 
out law reenact s the em powerm ent  of just ice and law  beyond the hor izon.  I n that  sense the 
out law-hero of a Hollywood m ovie em bodies the island of utopia,  fueling the inexhaust ible m otor  
of the Am er ican dream . As agents of expansion and enclosures,  islands are t em porary m ilitary 
post s -  aim ing at  t he creat ion of a utopia t hat  would span the globe,  j ust  as the present  
neoliberal ideology does:  utopia's m ission is global. 

"Leopold II has knit adventurers, traders and missionaries... to carry into the interior of Africa 
new ideas of law, order, humanity and protection of the natives." The Daily Telegraph,  October 
22,  1884 

"Expansion is Everything" Cecil John Rhodes,  1891 



Expansion has lim itat ions,  just  as the hor izon does. As expansion has reached the lim its of the 
geographical g lobe,  it  cont inues on the reverse t rack -  the beginning of a colonializat ion of the 
new ly created global int erior. 

A s sp eci al  f r a m e:  I n her analysis of im per ialism , Hannah Arendt  speaks about  Bism arck 's role 
in the Scram ble for Afr ica. Bism arck, indeed,  long opposed any im per ialist  aspirat ion of 
Germ any, before he finally  changed course and called t he European powers to the Berlin 
Conference in 1884.  I t  is widely  acknowledged t hat  he changed his opin ion only due to the 
m assive polit ical pressure from  the indust rialist s, who were to follow  the call for unlim it ed 
expansion of surplus capital.  The social dem ocrats'  legend,  August  Bebel, accused Bism arck in 
the Reichstag of sim ply export ing the " social quest ion"  into t he sand of Afr ica, a gesture fam iliar  
to ourselves as well.  

Arendt  prov ides us w it h an interpretat ion of Bism arck's turnabout  which reads rather 
except ional -  especially  in connect ion to her lat er chapter  on the "Apor ias of Hum an Right s."  She 
claim s that  Bism arck,  som ehow unconsciously, did not  have the tools to resist  im perialism .  Unt il 
the early  eight ies, Bism arck cont inued to believe in the sole horizon of t he nat ion- state,  whereas 
polit ics, as Arendt  claim s,  at  that  point  had already turned ir reversibly  into world polit ics.  Arendt  
claim s that  the enorm ous m obilizat ion of t he age of indust rializat ion has turned all order into 
wor ld-order  -  and thus,  t hat  t here is no possibility  left  for  any island that  would find it self 
out side and not  related to that  order  that  dom inates it s surroundings. 

 This shift  is hardly be located in t im e and space -  it  is a repeat ing process by which new 
front iers are perpetually established and dism ant led, along w ith a new regim e of rhetorics and 
the creat ion of values,  ident it ies,  and wars.  I f  im per ialism  was t he t rue globalizat ion of 
expanding capital,  it  can be called horizontal globalizat ion -  in search of new enclosures beyond 
the known hor izons and state borders. The colonizat ion of the int er ior,  instead, should be nam ed 
ver t ical globalizat ion -  describ ing t he deepening of the global regim e. 

I slands are now the agents and operat ive figures of t he colonizat ion of the int er ior -  m anaging 
the sim ultaneit y of dif ferent  speeds, languages,  system s, and classes. And just  as islands are 
the sit es of out laws and pirates, neo- im per ial ideology has ident ified t he t em porary bypass of 
laws and rules as t he ult im ate source of innovat ion and expansion,  the paradigm  of im per ial and 
econom ic super iority . 

As such,  islands are today's utopia realized -  an archipelago of exclusive spaces,  designed to 
serve the needs of special int erest s rather then societ y,  f inding them selves in a constant  and 
violent  engagem ent  with what  lies out side t heir shores, a violence that  tends t o appear 
predom inant ly  as an act  of adm inist rat ion, rendering inv isible and absorbing t he very effects it  
creates. 

Colonizat ion on the reverse t rack has seriously affected the utopian im aginat ion. There is no 
longer an island of innocence,  no new horizons as such. The utopian dream  has been 
com m odif ied to a large extent , and the current  drift  t oward utopia is t he lat est  front ier  in the 
num erous gestures of self- liberalizat ion of t he m arket - subj ect s. We m ight  indeed find ourselves 
already to be the cyborgs of utopia,  self-w illingly subject  to a regim e ant icipat ing all possible 
know ledge about  all possib le out sides -  a regim e governing im aginat ion,  passion,  and fantasy,  a 
regim e t hat  governs our  understanding and im aginat ion of the possible,  of the utopian it self.  
Any form  of governm ent  in utopia has to govern the utopian im aginat ion as well.  

 

 


