
Quote 
 
"In situations of war and mass violations of human rights, our hyper-mediatized world 
creates the typical images of victims. We live in a world filled with images that are 
captured, edited, and published at hyper speeds. The images of the human debris of 
human madness are too frequently about mutilated and starved bodies, not about 
persons; they are too frequently images of the dystopian landscapes of wretched camps 
and the ruins of devastated neighborhoods and not images of the network of social 
relations and forms of collective cultural and political life that sustains individuals in their 
struggle for life in dignity and peace. Representations of human suffering and injustice 
are not only the effects of aesthetic choices; these are also political and ethical choices. 
 
The right to the image finds its legal/ethical foundation in the central principle that 'every 
person is entitled to equal concern and respect in the design of the structure of society.' 
A broad and inclusive process for the progressive development of a right to the image is 
possible under existing rules of international human rights law, by deepening a holistic 
reading of binding international treaties. For example, in the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights it is as much implicit in the right to self-determination (Article 1) 
as it is in the right to privacy (Article 17), or the right to the freedom of opinion and 
expression (Article 19). 
 
It is as much about individual choice and the dignity of the human person, as it is about 
the right of a people to freely determine the terms of their political association including 
issues related to the expression of cultural identity." 
 
-- Abounaddara, 2015 
 
 
 


