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This publication takes its point of departure from Fazal Sheikh'’s
Memory Trace, the first of his three-volume photographic proj-
ect on the Israeli—Palestinian conflict. Published in the spring
of 2015, The Erasure Trilogy is divided into three separate vol-
umes—Memory Trace, Desert Bloom, and Independence/Nakba. The
project seeks to explore the legacies of the Arab—Israeli War of
1948, which resulted in the dispossession and displacement of
three quarters of the Palestinian population, in the establishment
of the State of Israel, and in the reconfiguration of territorial
borders across the region. Elements of these volumes have been
exhibited at the Slought Foundation in Philadelphia, Storefront
for Art and Architecture, the Brooklyn Museum of Art, and the
Pace/MacGill Gallery in New York, and will now be presented
at the Al-Ma'mal Foundation for Contemporary Art in East
Jerusalem, and the Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center in Ramallah.
In addition, historical documents and materials related to the
history of Al-Araqib, a Bedouin village that has been destroyed
and rebuilt more than one hundred times in the ongoing “battle
over the Negev,” first presented at the Slought Foundation, will
be shown at Al-Ma'mal. Together, this decentralized network of
institutions, each functioning in different arenas and with differ-
ent mandates, collectively seeks to generate conversation across
different sites, contexts, and communities about the politics of
dispossession and displacement.

www.fazalsheikh.org
www.almamalfoundation.org
www.slought.org
www.sakakini.org



EVENTS

AL-MA'MAL FOUNDATION FOR CONTEMPORARY ART

Jerusalem

Erasures: On Memory and Forgetting
Memory Trace, Desert Bloom, Al-Aragib

September 7, 2016
Opening: 6PM - 8PM
Post-Opening Performance: 8:30 — 10PM

On the occasion of the opening of Erasures: On Memory
and Forgetting, Al-Ma’'mal will host a discussion that ex-
plores the work on display. Participants include: Eduardo
Cadava, Emily Jacir, Aaron Levy, Tamer Nafar, Jack Perseki-
an, and Fazal Sheikh. This discussion will run from 18:30
to 20:00 and will be followed by a performance by DAM
at 20:30 at the Al-Ma’'mal rooftop. Exhibition closes Friday,

September 23, 2016.

KHALIL SAKAKINI CULTURAL CENTER

Ramallah

Erasures: On Memory and Forgetting
Memory Trace

September 8, 2016
Artist Talk: 6PM — 8PM

Fazal Sheikh will be in attendance and will deliver a lecture
on his work at 18:30. This lecture will be followed by a
discussion with Eduardo Cadava and Yazid Anani.
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The material herein is drawn from Memory Trace, volume |
of The Erasure Trilogy, published by Steidl. This newspaper
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available to download at fazalsheikh.org and slought.org

Site references and details of the events in Memory Trace
were compiled by Fazal Sheikh in collaboration with Noga
Kadman. Information provided herein is the result of ex-
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FOREWORD

Memory Trace suggests that the wound produced by 1948
has never healed, that the violence, trauma, loss, and ruin
that were the signature of the war and whose traces live on
in the various historical, political, religious, or literary forms
that today inherit their legacy do not only belong to the
past. Indeed, Sheikh’s camera seeks to evoke and engage
a past that, never simply behind us, remains a part of the
present, even if it is increasingly less visible and legible. It
wishes to preserve the traces of a history that is vanishing
along with its witnesses, even as the force of this history
remains, although often in displaced forms. It wishes to
expose and counter the various processes of erasure that,
over the last several decades, have sought to erase both the
violence of this history and the acts of erasure themselves.

Sheikh’s camera knows that the anguish at the origin of
sight is the anguish that comes from the loss of memory,
not only from forgetting or amnesia, but from the efface-
ment of traces. This is why its first desire is to preserve
memory. Presenting images of the ruins left behind by the
violence of 48, portraits of persons whose lives were en-
tirely transformed by this violence and ruin, and landscapes
that bear the traces of devastation, loss, dispossession, and
displacement, this moving collection of photographs sug-
gests a loss that cannot be recovered but that nevertheless
leaves its enigmatic and mournful traces. Punctuated here
and there by the words of the Palestinian poet Mahmoud
Darwish, and by the words of the men and women Sheikh
photographed, these traces bear witness to what many
have sought to erase or to render anonymous. They tell us
that memory emerges from ruins—faces, landscapes, and
the shattered remains of buildings—that create their own
modes of expression, that suggest their own modes of in-
expressibility.

Within the series are several portraits of Palestinians
who, having lived in the villages that were evacuated
and mostly destroyed during the 1948 War, were either
displaced or forced into refugee camps. In the instance of
the ruins and landscapes, which bear the traces not only
of the war but also of the ravages of the intervening years,
the images are accompanied by the site’s latitudinal and
longitudinal coordinates, a reference to the population
and number of houses on the site in 1948, the date on
which the village was evacuated and the occupying force
and Israeli operation that evacuated it, a brief note about
what, if anything, replaced the village in the aftermath of
the war, and a note about what is visible in the site today.
Each caption ends with a statement about whether or not
the village now has an Israeli name—if an Israeli name has
not yet replaced the Arab name, the rubble or ruins often
remain unnamed—and about whether or not the village ap-
pears in contemporary maps of Israel, with most of the vil-
lages no longer present in the world of cartography. In the
instance of the portraits, all of whose subjects experienced
and witnessed the loss and devastation now legible in their

aged faces, Sheikh includes excerpts from his interviews
with them, from their accounts of what they saw as their
villages were evacuated and depopulated, of what they ex-
perienced after—and as a result of—the war, and the sorrow
and loss they have endured because of their inability to
return to their homes and land.

The presentation of the images is elegantly spare, but
the images remain haunted by the history to which their
framing information refers, and by their relation to all of
the other images around them. While each photograph
evokes the violence of the war of 48 in its own singular
way, they must be read together as a series of photographs
that, taking their point of departure from ’48, bear the
traces of several acts of remembrance and mourning. In-
deed, the photographs reference the destruction that took
place in the districts of Jaffa, Jerusalem, Acre, Tulkarm, Hai-
fa, Gaza, Al-Ramla, Hebron, Safad, Jenin, and Bisan, and the
exile that was experienced in different Arab-Israeli cities,
especially in Umm el-Fahem, and in refugee camps, includ-
ing Qalandya, al-Azza, and al-FAm’ari. We are told of the
Jewish immigrants who settled in some of the evacuated
villages or who established different kibbutzim, moshavs,
and settlements, and who came from, among other places,
Romania, Yugoslavia, Yemen, Kurdistan, North and South
Africa, Britain, Czechoslovakia, Turkey, Argentina, Iran,
Morocco, Russia, Poland, India, and Iraqg. Sheikh also indi-
cates the forests that were planted or the parks that were
built, among other reasons, to cover over the traces of the
villages that had been destroyed. These include the Canada
Recreational Park, Tel Tziba National Park, Bar'am Nation-
al Park, USA Independence Park, Mount Carmel National
Park, Gush Alonim National Park, Telem Springs National
Park, and ’Atlit Antiquities National Park. The exhibition
closes with two images of ruins from the 1967 Six-Day War,
with the very last image presenting nothing but the rubble
at the threshold of a house cave, itself nearby a series of
unmarked graves. That the exhibition ends with these ref-
erences to the later war—a war that brought the populations
of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights
under Israeli occupation—and to the shattered traces and
memorials of the unnamed dead, suggests that the history
of the Nakba requires our understanding that the history of
its devastation continued with the 1967 War. Given what
we know of the still ongoing history of land confiscation
by the State of Israel, we could even say that these images
suggest that the catastrophes of 1948 and 1967 have not
ended—that the devastation to which they refer continues
into the present. What is therefore at stake is not simply the
possibility of documenting the trauma of the catastrophic
displacement of Palestinians from their homes in 1948, but
also the recognition of the survival of this trauma in the
intervening years between 48 and the present.

Eduardo Cadava
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INTRODUCTION

[ first visited Israel and the West Bank in late 2010. I soon
realized that any understanding of the region would have
to begin with an inquiry into the defining moment in its
history: the Arab—Israeli War of 1948, which resulted in the
establishment of the State of Israel. The war and its after-
math led to the depopulation of more than 450 Palestinian
towns and villages and the flight of an estimated 700,000
Palestinians to neighboring countries, refugee camps, and
areas under Israeli military rule. It was, in effect, the disso-
lution of Palestinian society, and has left a wound that has
never healed.

Anyone wishing to learn about the region, and certainly
anyone intending to spend time there, must understand
more about the legacy of that war and its long-term effects
on a divided society. Traveling between Israel and the Pal-
estinian villages of the Occupied Territories, | talked to the
older generation of both Arab and Israeli men who had
been combatants in the war, but who had, in many cases,
prior to the hostilities lived together as neighbors, even
speaking one another’s language. Hearing their experiences,
[ was curious to see what the spaces and battlegrounds they
spoke of looked like, and what might remain there.

Over the following months, | visited dozens of villages
that had been evacuated in 1948. Initially imagining that
some signs of their history would be apparent, and that the
latent past would spring to life, I often found that, in fact,
clues were hard to discover, and time and again the traces
of former inhabitation and historical events were difficult
to find. The sites were rarely formally acknowledged, either
on maps or signs, as former Palestinian villages. Often, it
was only after long walks through the countryside that |
found the site of a village, with what I had read about its
history infusing its ruins. In many cases, it was the vegeta-
tion typical of Palestinian settlement—the cacti that forms
the natural protective fence around the village, or the va-
rieties of trees and shrubs: almond, pomegranate, olive,
and citrus—that identified the spot. Many villages had been
razed to the ground and the rubble scattered or removed.

Others had been repurposed, appropriated, newly inhab-
ited, or rendered inaccessible within closed military zones
or forests planted on the site to obscure what lay beneath.

During my research, | came upon an old British Mandate-
era map that had been used in the time after the founding
of the state. Beneath each of the villages that had been de-
populated and demolished, the word “destroyed” had been
printed in Hebrew in purple ink. As the new Israeli govern-
ment gained its footing, a Naming Committee was set up,
initially as an endeavor of the Jewish National Fund (JNF,
a nongovernmental Zionist organization founded in 1901
for the purpose of buying land on behalf of world Jewry
for the foundation of a Jewish state in Ottoman-controlled
Palestine), which employed cartographers, archeologists,
and historians to fashion a new Hebraized map that offered
the country a new history to build upon.

This work is an attempt to recognize and respect the
history of that period, and to acknowledge the traumatic
effects of its legacy. As | worked, | often felt as if | was
functioning as a kind of conduit, finding and visiting sites
of upheaval, combat, and even massacre, which had been
depopulated during the war and its aftermath, then moving
across the border—both physical and psychological—to the
Arab—Israeli towns of Israel and into the Occupied Terri-
tories, searching for villagers who had fled in 1948. Most
of those I talked to had never been back to their homes or
villages. When | reached the elders, now in their 80s, 90s,
and even some over 100, they shared memories of their
former homes, and pointed out landmarks or special places
they wished me to look for—and sometimes to photograph
for them. In recounting the events of that time, they did so
with an accuracy and emotion that brought the scenes back
to life in vivid detail. As the generation of witnesses to the
events of 48 begins to pass away, so, too, the sites, the ves-
tiges of their homes and villages are fading, subsumed into
the landscape, vanishing from both view and consciousness.

Fazal Sheikh
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I COME FROM THERE

I come from there and | have memories

Born as mortals are, | have a mother

And a house with many windows,

[ have brothers, friends,

And a prison cell with a cold window.

Mine is the wave, snatched by seagulls,

[ have my own view,

And an extra blade of grass.

Mine is the moon at the far edge of the words,
And the bounty of birds,

And the immortal olive tree.

| walked this land before the swords

Turned its living body into a laden table.

[ come from there. [ render the sky unto her mother
When the sky weeps for her mother.

And | weep to make myself known

To a returning cloud.

I learnt all the words worthy of the court of blood
So that I could break the rule.

[ learnt all the words and broke them up

To make a single word: Homeland ....

Mahmoud Darwish

1948: Population 499; Houses 157
OCCUPATION DATE: July 18, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Har’el Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Second-stage
Operation Dani

POST 1948: In September 1948, most of
the village and monastery of Deir Rafat
was blown up.' In 1948, Kibbutz Tzora
was founded by members of the Pal-
mach (Palmah, the elite fighting force of
the Haganah) on village land. The Giv'at

Shemesh educational institution was es-
tablished on village land in 1954.

TODAY: Rubble from the former houses
and shifted stone terraces blanket the
site. Giv'at Shemesh has become a drug
rehabilitation center. A portion of the
village site is occupied by Bedouins of
the al-Sani" tribe, who rent land from the
nearby monastery.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The vil-
lage does not appear on contemporary
maps of Israel.
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1948: Population 719; Houses 110 (1931;
including Deir ‘Amr village)
OCCUPATION DATE: July 13, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Har’el Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Dani

POST 1948: In October 1948, a group
of veterans of the Palmach established
Kibbutz Misgav Palmach one kilometer
southwest of the former village. While
the settlers wished for this name, a
compromise was reached with the Gov-
ernmental Names Committee, which
approved the name Palmach Tsova, by
which it was from thereon known. In
the 1980s, Tel Tzaba National Park was
established on village land in accordance

with a National Master Plan for nation-
al parks and nature reserves; it was run
by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority,
and its signage provided by the Jewish
National Fund.

TODAY: A series of partially destroyed
houses of the village of SGiba is to be found
on a steep hilltop beside a Crusader for-
tress within the Tel TzGba National Park.
The village spring is a tourist site run by
the nearby kibbutz, which cultivates the
surrounding fields of the former village.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Tzova (the an-
cient name of the site)
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1948: Population 2,958; Houses 410
(1931, including the Schneller neighbor-
hood)

OCCUPATION DATE: Attacked on January
29, 1948; depopulated by early February
OCCUPYING FORCES: The Stern Gang (also
known as Lehi) reprisals on the outskirts
of the village; Haganah and Etzel military
activity in the vicinity

OCCUPYING OPERATION: N/A

POST 1948: In February—March 1948,
Jews evacuated from front line Yemin
Moshe were resettled in empty houses in
Lifta. In May of the same year, Lifta was
settled with Jews evacuated from ‘Atarot,
which had fallen to the Jordanians,? and
later with immigrants from Yemen and
Kurdistan. By the 1960s, most of the
aforementioned had left. In 1950, Lifta
was annexed to the municipality of Je-
rusalem. The Giv‘at Sha’al neighborhood
of Jerusalem was extended onto its land,
as well as Upper Romema and Sanhe-
dria. In the 1970s, the high-tech indus-
trial area of Har Hotzvim was built on

village land. In 1959, Lifta was classified
as a nature reserve. In 1974, the neigh-
borhoods of Ramot Alon, Ramat Eshkal,
and Givat HaMivtar were established
across the green line on land from Lifta
that had been annexed to the munici-
pality of Jerusalem. In 2006, a plan to
build a luxury neighborhood in Lifta,
including 268 new housing units and
the renovation of existing houses, was
approved. Due to financial, bureaucratic,
and technical reasons, the plan has not
been implemented.?

TODAY: The mosque, school, and around
55 houses—mostly deserted, with some
inhabited by Jewish families—remain on
the site. In the intervening years, home-
less people, drug addicts, and even a
gang of Jewish extremists who planned
to bomb the Temple Mount mosques
have found refuge in the empty houses
of Lifta.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Mei Neftoah (the
biblical name identified with the place).
The Arabic name, Lifta, appears on some
contemporary maps of Israel.
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1948: Population 3,422; Houses 700
OCCUPATION DATE: May 14, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Carmeli Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ben-Ami

POST 1948: Following the occupation of
the village in 1948, the Carmeli Head-
quarters reported that al-Bassa had been
“blown up completely.” Yet most of the
village houses remained standing af-
ter the Arab-Israeli War and were only
demolished during 1970-71.°> In 1949,
Moshav Betzet was established on vil-
lage land in order to accommodate new
Romanian and Yugoslavian immigrants;
Kibbutz Rosh HaNikra and Moshav
Liman were founded by groups of demo-
bilized soldiers on village land. In 1950,
the Shlomi “development town” (one of
many areas created by the state in the
1950s to accommodate Jewish immi-

grants from Arab countries) was estab-
lished near the village land, later expand-
ing within its boundaries. Several of the
houses of Kibbutz Matzuva, established
in 1940, were later built upon the former
land of al-Bassa.

TODAY: In the northern portion of Shlomi
is an expanse of land, densely covered
in brambiles, fig trees, and cacti, in which
lies a crumbling Magam (Muslim shrine),
its domed prayer room still intact, set
beneath two palm trees. Several of the
original houses are occupied by Israelis,
and piles of rubble from those that were
demolished are littered about the site.
The former village church is near the
Magam; one wall is crumbling and a tree
protrudes through another.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. Al-Bassa
does not appear on contemporary maps
of Israel.
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1948: Population 750; Houses 144
OCCUPATION DATE: April 9, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Irgun (also known as
Etzel, or IZL) and the Stern Gang (also
known as Lehi, or LHD

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Planned as part
of Operation Nahshon; independent
attack by the Irgun and the Stern Gang

1948: On April 9, 1948, the Irgun and
the Stern Gang troopers entered Deir
Yasin in order to expel the inhabitants.
Encountering unexpectedly strong resis-
tance, the attackers detonated several
houses and shot down individuals and
families as they left their homes and fled
down alleyways. They apparently also
rounded up villagers, who included mi-
litiamen and unarmed civilians of both
sexes, and murdered them, executing
prisoners in a nearby quarry. Between
100 and 120 villagers died that day. The

troops subsequently transported the re-
maining villagers in trucks in a victory
parade through West Jerusalem before
dumping them in the Musrara Quarter,
outside the Old City walls. The news
of the massacre spread throughout the
country in the following days, and served
as a turning point in the war.

POST 1948: In 1949, Jewish immigrants
were settled near Deir Yasin in a neigh-
borhood called Giv'at Sha’dl. In 195],
Kfar Sha’'ul Mental Health Center was es-
tablished on the village site, using village
structures.

TODAY: Several houses, occupied mainly
by the Kfar Sha’'ul Mental Health Cen-
ter, remain on the hilltop. The old village
cemetery lies beside a ring road.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. Deir Yasin
does not appear on contemporary maps
of Israel.
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From left: Mahmiid Muhammad Mahmiid
with his wife on their wedding day; Mahmid
Muhammad Mahmiid’s grandfather, Mahmiid,
who lived to be more than 100; Mahmid
Muhammad Mahmid’s father, Muhammad
Mahmiad

It was around two in the morning when
the Jews began to attack our village. It
was the night of May 30, 1948, and I
was twelve years old. The evacuations
and massacres at Tel Hanan, al-Tantdra,
and Deir Yasin [April 9] were fresh in
our memory, so we knew what the Jews
were capable of. The Jordanian army
had withdrawn a few days earlier, saying
there would be replacements. But no re-
placements came and we were forced to
flee without protection. We left in small
groups and scattered in all directions, so
it was impossible to know where the oth-
ers went. As with my own family, many
villagers had already fled from Haifa in
an earlier round of attacks. Some fami-
lies moved three times, each time believ-
ing that they were far enough from the
fighting and would be protected by the
Jordanian army. So we had to flee again,
and apart from our two horses, which we
were able to take with us, we left every-
thing else behind. The village was com-
pletely deserted by the time the Israelis
captured it.

We reached Umm el-Fahem, but we
had no food, so we had to sneak back
into the village to steal from our own
stocks. The Jews, thinking we might re-
turn to retrieve our things, had placed
booby traps underneath all the crates,
so when we lifted them they would ex-
plode. One of our neighbors, Hassan
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MAHMUD MUHAMMAD MAHMUD

Three generations of the Mahmd family

Sukkar, went back for some of his posses-
sions and was killed in his own home. We
also found the body of another neighbor,
Abu Rumman Yinis, and buried him be-
fore we left.

In the days after the attack, the oc-
cupying forces destroyed some of the
houses. Then the following year the Kib-
butz Megiddo was built on our land, and
eventually nearly all the houses were de-
stroyed—all except some of the stronger
stone-built houses, which were incorpo-
rated into the kibbutz. Our mosque be-
came the carpentry shop and the prop-
erty was fenced off. | remember that the
grave of Yasuf Hamdan, who was killed
by the British Army along with fourteen
others in a fierce battle on the outskirts
of the village, is in that cemetery. You
will find it in a state of disrepair within
the kibbutz.

It is my wish to die on that land where
we once had 1,000 dunams [247 acres].
Al-Lajjin was like a paradise for us. The
land was rich and fertile, and it was easy
to cultivate. | used to take the horses
into the fields to graze. In the summer,
after haymaking, all the nearby villages
would gather for a wrestling competition.
And during the Eid, the holiday after Ra-
madan, our neighbors would go to one
another’s houses to share in the celebra-
tions. We lived as one big family. Years
later | went back to the village and took
home some of the earth from my land.

When [ sleep, | dream that I am with
my brother Said who taught me how to
plow. I can remember my father stopping
us in the middle of our work, telling us
to make the plowing arc even wider, to
cover more land.
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16 BEIT DAJAN - JAFFA DISTRICT
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1948: Population 4,454; Houses 992
OCCUPATION DATE: April 30, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Alexandroni Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Bi‘ur
Hametz (“Passover Cleaning”)

POST 1948: In 1948, Beit Dagan was es-
tablished on village land, and was settled
mostly by immigrants from Yemen and
North Africa. In 1949, Moshav Mishmar
HaShiv'a was established on village land;
likewise in 1950, Moshav Hemed and in
1953, Moshav Ganét.

TODAY: Several houses remain, some in-
habited or used by Jews, one of which
has been converted into the Eli Cohen
synagogue. The cities of Rishon Letzion
(lit., “First to Zion”) and Holon lie partly
on village land.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: The town built
on the village is named Beit Dagan. The
site of the former village of Beit Dajan
has no name.
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1948: Population 7,807; Houses 1,692
OCCUPATION DATE: April 29, 1948
OCCUPATION FORCES: Alexandroni Bri-
gade

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Bi‘ur
Hametz (“Passover Cleaning”)

POST 1948: In May 1948, the village was
settled by Jews who had been displaced
from Jaffa and south Tel Aviv. In 1949—
50, new immigrants, particularly from
Yemen, arrived as part of Operation
Magic Carpet and settled on the land of
the former village. In the following years,
the name was changed to Kfar Shalem.
In the 1970s, the Tel Aviv municipality
began evacuating the Jewish inhabitants

in order to demolish the old houses and
build new residential quarters for them.
TODAY: The village site is within the
boundaries of Tel Aviv, with a portion
extending within the city of Ramat Gan.
Approximately ten of the houses remain
and have been occupied by Israelis. The
village schools, the cemetery, and the
shuttered Shrine of Sayyidna Salama re-
main.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: The Jewish
neighborhood established on the village
land is called Kfar Shalem. The site of the
former village of Salama has no official
name and does not appear on contempo-
rary maps of Israel.

v lgaul 555 Laals 31 opad! § Gl
ds daly Ol 1970 plsll § el 5Las”
i ol e S9! Ol Szl
o) B duSw sl slug dgull J3LiL
94 Gad podl Ao Al s rpgdl doy 3l
394 ad Laie bauns 552 s ol U3
3wl Lyl Le i ¥ ."0le Olay" duue
LS 05l ] LS Lgmanzg 48U Jilin
B plding Bty do 8l poylas 5 Y
L& 481 (Blasl 3-dab) dolw

635401 ol o el Sl ] o)
Vs pule HLaSS a8l @2l e puals 3]
Gy Gl ol 4,80 Brld) 2 35L1 ellzg
sl LSyl baSl,sdl & gl Vo

o 7807 :0lSudl 30s 11948 els &y,
1692 &gdl due

1948 Hluss/ s ] 29 ghili) o,ls

sl ilgiliol o &S wsll Suogll
d9 ST

oi—wns g oW &S sl dlasd)
(g—adll ae J8 5 i)

1948 HLil/sile § 11948 als asy dy,dll
O lo—=35 ol 05l A, 81 § Bl
1949 i Lo 85401 § ol U5 gsmms LSL
p—tolame duz G900 4,8l U0y 1950 -
"ol Bludl” Ldas (s o525 ol o
G d,dl m s Col Ul @oY lsibgiuls



18 NITAF — JERUSALEM DISTRICT
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1948: Population 46; Houses 4

POST 1948: In 1948, the Haganah and
Israeli Defense Force (IDF) agreed with
Nitaf residents that they would temporar-
ily evacuate their village and move to the
nearby Abu Ghosh until fighting in the
area ceased. After the war, however, they
were not allowed to return, and instead
remained in Abu Ghosh. In 1949, as part
of the Armistice Agreement between
Israel and Jordan, the majority of village
land became part of the Demilitarized
Zone. In 1982, the Nataf communal set-
tlement was established on 47 acres (190
dunams) purchased from the Ibrahim
family, originally from Abu Ghosh, who

had built Nitaf’s four houses at the begin-
ning of the twentieth century. The Ibra-
him family waged a legal battle against
the Israel Lands Administration, and in
the 1980s, they reached an agreement in
which their rights to part of Nitaf’s land
were acknowledged; the family gave up
the rights on the rest of the land, having
received substitute land in Abu Ghosh.”
TODAY: A large, single-story stone house
stands open above the road, and on the
slopes below to the west stand the wall
and arch of a former home, the demol-
ished rubble left where it fell. The site of
the village is within the JNF Kfira Forest.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Hurbat Nataf
(“Nataf Ruin”)
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1948: Population 1,473; Houses 169
(193D

OCCUPATION DATE: May 13, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Alexandroni Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Medina (“State”)

POST 1948: In 1949, Moshav Neve Yamin
was formed by new immigrants on vil-
lage land. During the next years, Kibbutz
Nir Eliyahu (lit., “Eliyahu's Meadow”) was
also established on village land, named
after Eliyahu Golomb, the main architect
of the Haganah.

TODAY: Kfar Saba (lit, “Grandfather’s village”),

established near the village in 1903, has
grown into a city and now encompasses
the area where the old village once stood.
Several of the original houses, some of
which are used for commercial purposes,
are occupied by residents of Kfar Saba.
Two shrines, the village cemetery, and the
school remain, as well as a set of crumbling
buildings at the edge of fields cultivated by
[sraeli farmers.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: The site of the
former village of Kafr Saba has no official
name and does not appear on contempo-
rary maps of Israel.
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[ am from a religious family known as the
Nubanis. Our family is originally from
Mazari® al-Nubani, near Ramallah, but
my grandfather, Siddiq Mustafa Nubani,
came to a village near Umm el-Fahem to
marry a girl. When he asked for her hand
in marriage, her father was surprised, and
wanted to know why he would not prefer
to marry someone from his own family.
But my grandfather had his heart set on
her, and her parents would only agree to
his proposal if he bought land there and
built a house. So that is how my family
began to thrive in this region.

My mother said that Umm el-Fahem
got its name because it was where peo-
ple had cleared the ground so they would
have a place to make charcoal [there
were natural forests in the areal. As more
families came to make charcoal, more
and more of them decided to stay on.
The area soon grew into a village, and its
name means “the mother of charcoal.” |
was born in Khirbet al-Buweishat, which
is nearby, in 1927, the daughter of Farid
As‘ad Kalam Mahamid. I lived in the vil-
lage with my parents until | was sixteen.

When [ was sixteen, my parents agreed
to a marriage proposal. We packed my
clothes and | was taken to ‘Eyn Jarrar, a
suburb of Umm el-Fahem. My husband
Farid was a farmer who also made char-
coal. His family was poor, his brothers
and half-brothers were very young, so he
had decided to leave home and look for
work to support the family. He returned
to find the family starving, and his fa-
ther delirious—he even asked Farid if it
was truly he who had returned. Farid’s
father told him there was nothing to eat
and that his brothers were on the verge
of starvation and would soon die. Farid
gathered together all the money he had
and went to buy a small calf to slaughter
it and gave it to his brothers.

A week after Farid and | were married,
the Nakba of 1948 hit. Jewish military
groups came to our village and began
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Umm el-Fahem, 2011

to destroy the houses and slaughter the
people. Though we had only just started
our life together, we had to leave, taking
only what we could carry. My sister left
her new home at the same time, and we
fled toward Umm el-Fahem. Our house
was completely destroyed in that attack.
[ was told that everyone was lost.

Several months later [ gave birth to my
first child. My family were planting and
harvesting tobacco. In those days, the
wives worked on the farm, too, doing the
same work as the men, riding horses, plant-
ing, harvesting, and later helping to sell the
produce. I also worked as a midwife. | had
been taught how to heal, using techniques
our parents handed down to us.

In 1948, Umm el-Fahem belonged to
Jordan, but King ‘Abdallah handed the tri-
angle over to Israel and Golda Meir. Our
people were being disarmed. The Jews
came to Umm el-Fahem and gathered the
men together on the main square. Then a
tank arrived with just one person sitting in
it, looking down over the crowd. He was
an informant from our community and
he had his face covered in a scarf so that
he would not be identified. One by one,
people were brought before him, and he
pointed out for the Jews those members
of our community who had been fighting,
as well as those who had spoken badly
about the Jews. The men who were iden-
tified were brought to the tank, put up
against it and shot. Only the men were
killed, since the women had hidden in the
bread ovens in fear of their lives.

Many of the martyrs from that time
are buried in the cemetery in Jenin. At
the beginning of the state here in Israel,
we suffered from the emergency situa-
tion, because during the period of mili-
tary rule, people were forbidden to move
from one place to the next without per-
mission. | have lived the rest of my life
here.
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22 SATAF - JERUSALEM DISTRICT
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1948: Population 626; Houses 165
OCCUPATION DATE: July 13, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Har’el Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Dani

POST 1948: In the aftermath of the 1948
war, a small group of Jewish immigrants
from North Africa settled for a few
months in the village. In the 1950s the
village land served as a training site for
the Israeli Defense Force’s (IDF) Unit 101
and paratroopers.®

TODAY: The JNF leases parts of the ag-
ricultural land of Sataf to Israelis who
harvest it for domestic consumption. The
former village of Sataf currently lies with-

S
S

in the JNF’s Sataf Forest, and Sataf-Mt.
Heret National Park. The tourist site, es-
tablished by the JNF, bears the original
name. In January 2014, the JNF inaugu-
rated the IDF General Staff Grove near
the former village site. Descending the
slopes toward an agricultural pool with-
in the park, the ruins of several houses—
without roofs but with walls intact—re-
main.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: The actual site
of the former village currently has no
official name, but the tourist site bears
the original name Sataf.
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KAFR LAM - HAIFA DISTRICT

32°38'15"N / 34°56'5"E
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1948: Population 394; Houses 50 (1931)
OCCUPATION DATE: July 16, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Carmeli Brigade
OCCUPATION OPERATION: The 10-days
battles

POST 1948: In 1949, Moshav HaBonim was
established on the village site by Zionist
immigrants from South Africa and Britain.
HaBonim members first settled in empty
village homes; in 1952-53, new houses
were constructed, and most of the village

houses demolished.” In 1949, Ein Ayala
moshav was established on village land by
immigrants from Czechoslovakia.

TODAY: The large house of the mukhtar (the
head of the village) serves as the moshav
secretariat and library; the remains of a
Crusader fortress, which was part of the
village, sprawl across an unkempt, over-
grown field strewn with rubble.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None
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I was born in Beit NGba in 1912, and
was married at fifteen to my husband,
Abdallah Muhhammad Shhadeh, who
was from Bir Ma‘in. The day they took us
from Beit Niba for the wedding, I rode
on a camel with a small sitting-box em-
broidered with finery strapped on top.
When we arrived at Bir Ma‘in, someone
caught the camel’s rope and | was afraid,
but he only wanted to invite us to eat
with his family, but we told him that
Yasuf al-Hajj had already invited us to
eat with him. Back in Beit NGba we had
rented land to farm. Our house was near
the mosque and it was huge, with two big
rooms, one for us, the other for our cows
and sheep. Before long, we had four sons:
Khelmi, Fauzi, Tufaha, and Ribhi. Then
the day of the Nakba arrived.

When we heard the Jews had entered
Ramle, we knew they would soon come
to Beit NGba and we were ready to flee.
We slept in the fields, feeling it would be
safer to be away from our homes. When
the Jews attacked, the women and chil-
dren left the fields immediately without
going back to their houses. | put three of

Al dabls
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FATIMA ‘ABDALLAH
Qalandya refugee camp, 2011

my sons on the donkey and the young-
est walked by my side. The older villag-
ers were too frail to move and there was
little we could do to help them. There
was Abu Hassan, who was blind, and a
woman who was too old to move. | know
they were both killed. The old woman’s
body was put outside and just covered
with hay.

The first place we landed in was Beit-
illu, but [ wasn’t happy there during the
four months we stayed, so | asked my
husband to take us to Kharbata, which
we reached after Deir Qaddis. We stayed
there for six months before my mother
brought us back to Deir Qaddis for the
harvest. We finished helping her and
then my husband brought us here, to the
Qalandya refugee camp, where we have
lived ever since. Our village is now near
the Israeli settlements Mevo Horon, and
the Canada Recreational Park is on our
village land, so you won't find anything
left of our homes.

Fatima died in 2013 and is buried in the Qa-
landya refugee camp.
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26 BEIT JIBRIN - HEBRON DISTRICT

31°36'27"N / 34°53'44"E
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31°43'40"N / 35°7'11"E
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1948: Population 2,819; Houses 576
OCCUPATION DATE: October 27, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Givati Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Yoav

POST 1948: In 1949, former members
of the Palmach established Kibbutz Beit
Guvrin on part of the village site, where
its public houses used to stand. The first
residents were members of the Yetzivim
and Bnei Horin youth groups, Jewish im-
migrants from Turkey and Romania, re-
spectively. In 1989, the Beit Guvrin Na-
tional Park was established on part of the
village site.

TODAY: The ruin of the mosque has been
partially buried and the house of the
mukhtar (the head of the village) remains
open and gutted on a hilltop nearby. Be-
hind the mosque, one empty Palestin-
ian house stands beside the remains of
the cemetery. Several other houses have
been occupied by the kibbutz. In 2013,
the area of the Beit Guvrin caves, which
includes the village site, was made a UN-
ESCO World Heritage site.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Beit Guvrin (the
ancient name of the place). The former
village of Beit Jibrin no longer appears on
the contemporary map of Israel.
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1948: Population 302; Houses 48
OCCUPATION DATE: October 22, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Sixth Battalion
of the Har’el Brigade

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

POST 1948: On May [, 1949, the Is-
raeli military entered the village and
detonated the houses.”® In April 1950,
Mevo Beitar (a cooperative village) was
established on village land by immigrants
from Argentina and native Israelis of the
Beitar movement (a revisionist Zionist
Youth group founded in 1923). The JNF’s
Begin Park was later established to com-

memorate the sixth Prime Minister of Is-
rael, Menachem Begin, with a picnic site
beside the ruins of the village’s former
mosque.

TODAY: The rubble of former houses is
scattered throughout the woods of the
JNF park. The shrine of al-Sheikh Ahmad
al-Umari remains beneath a tree on a
hillside near a spring and a steep series
of steps descends to the ancient spring
and cistern.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Hurbat Qovi (lit.,
“Qovi Ruin”), the ancient name of the
place
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28 KAFR BIR‘IM - SAFAD DISTRICT

33°2'35"N / 35°24'50"E
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32°58'43"N / 35°10°2"E
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1948: Population 824; Houses 196
OCCUPATION DATE: November 4, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: 72nd and 79th
Battalions of the Seventh Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Hiram

POST 1948: In 1949, after the deporta-
tion of the last inhabitants of Kafr Bir‘im,
Kibbutz Bar'am (lit., “Son of the People”)
was established in the village, using the
former houses, by former members of
the Palmach. In August 1950, the kib-
butz moved to its current location 2
kilometers away. Between 1949 and
1953, natural erosion, settlers, and the
[sraeli military gradually demolished the
village. On September 16-17, 1953, using
fighter-bombers and sappers, the Israeli

military leveled Kafr Birim." In 1963,
Moshav Dovev was established by immi-
grants from Iran and Morocco on village
land.

TODAY: The site lies within the Baram
National Park. The only complete re-
maining structure is the church and its
belfry. On a path behind the church, gut-
ted and overgrown portions of former
houses can be seen. For decades after
the village’s depopulation, the refugees
of Kafr Bir'im have pleaded to be permit-
ted to return to their homes, to no avail.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The Na-
tional Park is called Bar'am, the ancient
name of the place. The former village of
Kafr Bir'im does not appear on contem-
porary maps of Israel.
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1948: Population 1,438; Houses 341
OCCUPATION DATE: July 11, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: 7th Brigade (Hativa
Sheva), and 21st Battalion, Carmeli
Brigade

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Dekel

POST 1948: In 1949, Moshav Amka was
established for immigrants from Yemen,
at first in the village houses, and then just
north of the village site. In the late 1950s,
the Israeli government ordered the Israeli
army to destroy the majority of the sur-
viving Arab buildings."

TODAY: Several houses remain and have
been taken over by members of the
moshav. The crumbling mosque, with its
three-portico arched entry, is at the end
of a dirt road amid heavily overgrown
underbrush strewn with rubble from
former buildings. The former school has
been turned into a warehouse.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: The former vil-
lage site of ‘Amqa bears no official name,
and does not appear on contemporary
maps of Israel.
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I was only eight years old when our
village, Deir Yasin, was attacked. Even
across this great expanse of time | re-
member it was a Friday, at two in the
morning, when we woke to the sound
of guns and explosions. Our uncle who
lived nearby was old and nearly blind, so
we went to his house. Knocking softly
on the door, we whispered that we had
come to see that he was okay and to be
together, since we were afraid. He let us
in and closed the door, not realizing Jew-
ish soldiers were nearby.

We crouched down so we would not
be seen through the windows but my
youngest brother started to cry and the
Jews heard him. They forced open the
door and when they got in, they put the
young children to one side. They shot my
brother Fuad, who was seventeen, there
and then. He died from his wounds.
Then they shot my uncle. They shot him
three times and we saw his innards spill-
ing out into the room. The soldiers told
my mother that if she tried to leave they
would kill the children. So she agreed
she would not and they went away. Af-
ter the soldiers had gone, my older sister
Naheem said we had to leave, as they
would certainly come back and kill us.
She started to get two of my brothers
ready. My mother was paralyzed with
fear. I grabbed hold of the hem of her
dress and we slowly began to leave the
house.

When they saw us coming out, the sol-
diers asked why we hadn’t obeyed their
orders. We could see bodies lying on the
street all around us. The soldiers brought
a truck and put around 30 or 40 women
and children in it. We were among them.
We were taken to the Jaffa Gate and put
out on to the road—they told us to go
to King ‘Abdallah and come back in ten
days.

We went to Hebron, where a family
we didn’t know let us stay with them.
[We learned later thatl on that day of the
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Shu‘fat refugee camp, 2011

attack a young boy and his father who
were bakers were put into their own oven
and killed. Others were killed when sol-
diers threw grenades into the houses. Af-
ter the Jewish forces captured the village,
they took a truckload of 25 men into the
center of Jerusalem and paraded them
through the streets. Then they brought
them back to the village and murdered
them.

As news of the massacre spread, it
became clear we would not be going
back to our village. So we went to the
Jewish quarter in Jerusalem, where our
family stayed until 1967. Then we were
brought to the refugee camp at Shu'fat.
My mother died in 1993, having never
seen her village again. Today my brothers
Ibrahim and Naheel both live in Jordan.

More than 100 people lost their lives
on the day of that attack, and there is
documentation about those who were
killed in 48, but nothing ever happened
to those who committed the murders. At
the time, journalists visited us, but noth-
ing ever came of it. We were never given
any compensation, not even the chance
to have our family’s murderers made offi-
cially accountable.

The house where we lived is still
standing and a Jewish family lives there
today. It is the second house in the vil-
lage on the right when you come in from
Jerusalem. There used to be a gate with
a chain at the front, and in the yard was
a well that was uncovered. | heard that
today there is a new building on that spot
and that the Giv'at Sha’il neighborhood
has been built around the village.

I have lived in this refugee camp only
a few miles away for more than 60 years,
but | have never been back to Deir Yasin.

During the course of the Nakba Day com-
memorations in the spring of 2014, Munir
visited Deir Yasin for the first time in over
60 years. He continues to live in the Shu'fat
refugee camp.
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32 JARASH - JERUSALEM DISTRICT
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1948: Population 220; Houses 44
OCCUPATION DATE: October 21, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Sixth Battalion of
Har’el Brigade

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

POST 1948: In 1950, Moshav Zanoah was
established for immigrants from Yemen,
who were replaced the next year by new
arrivals from North Africa.”® Over the
years, the moshav spread to occupy part
of the village land.

TODAY: No structures remain. The site is
overgrown with grass, interspersed with
the debris of destroyed houses and stones

from the terraces, which can be discerned
from above. The ruins of a cemetery lie
northwest of the site. Carob, fig, almond,
and olive trees grow on the hills west of
the site. The Te’'omim cave, where villag-
ers hid during the events of the military
operations, can still be reached along a
footpath from the road. The village site is
within the JNF’s USA Independence Park
and the Dolev Stream Nature Reserve.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of Jarash does not appear on
contemporary maps of Israel.
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BARQA - GAZA DISTRICT

31°46°42"N / 34°41'48"E

1948: Population 1,032; Houses 211
OCCUPATION DATE: May 12, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Giv'ati Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Barak
(“Lightning”)

POST 1948: The Jewish settlement of Gan
Yavne, established in 1931 by several
Jewish families from Russia and Poland,
was expanded, eventually becoming a

town, and lies partly on village land."
TODAY: The village has been completely
destroyed, with the exception of two
houses: one which serves as a warehouse,
and the second a stone house that stands
deserted amidst wild vegetation and rub-
ble from the former village. The land that
surrounds the site is cultivated by Israelis.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None
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[ was born in Umm el-Fahem in 1933
and can remember as far back as the
Ottoman-era rule, when the Turkish were
in the country. In early life our home was
in al-Lajjin, where we worked in the
fields, planting and harvesting our crops.
In 1937, | was married, and because my
husband worked in the railway station
in Haifa, we moved there and we lived
in the city between 1937 and 1948. But

2011 pzil! ol

KHADIJA HASSAN MAHMOUD
Umm el-Fahem, 2011

when the strafing runs of the airplanes
started bombing Haifa near the mosque
and the station, we fled back home. Be-
fore long, the fighting reached our village
of al-Lajjan. In those days | helped bring
water to our fighters. But we lost the vil-
lage, and the family was forced to move
again, to Umm el-Fahem, where we have
lived ever since.
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36 WADI AL-NISNAS, HAIFA CITY - HAIFA DISTRICT

32°48'41”"N / 35°0'8"E
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1948: Population 138,300 (Haifa city,
mixed population: 62,510 Arab, 75,500
Jewish); Houses 12,364 (1931)
OCCUPATION DATE: April 21-22, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Haganah forces
(Carmeli Brigade and Irgun troops)
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Bi‘ur
Hametz (“Passover Cleaning”)

POST 1948: The Arab sections of the city
were subsumed within the larger sprawl
of Haifa city and many of the houses in
the historic section were demolished or
used to absorb the thousands of Jewish
immigrants from around the world. In
1951, the municipal administration set to

renaming approximately 40 streets in the
Arab quarters of the city. Many streets
in the neighborhood of Wadi al-Nisnas
retained names of Arab personalities.”® In
the years that followed, a small minority
of Haifa’s Arab population either re-
mained, or was allowed to return.
TODAY: The ruined remains of many of
the old homes, the majority of which
have been repurposed, lie in the heart of
Haifa City. The Wadi al-Nisnas neighbor-
hood, still Arab in its makeup, has many
of the structures remaining, with a flea
market as a tourist attraction.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Haifa
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‘ALLAR - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

31°43'31"N / 35°4’49"E
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1948: Population 510; Houses unknown
OCCUPATION DATE: October 22, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Har’el and Etzioni
Brigades

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

POST 1948: In 1950, Moshav Matta was
founded at the southern edge of the
village land by Jewish immigrants from
Yemen, later joined by immigrants from
North Africa. In the same year, Moshav
Bar Giora was established on village land,
also by immigrants from Yemen.

TODAY: The shell of the tomb of Sheikh
Ahmad al-Hubani sits on a barren hill-
side below power lines on the outskirts
of the village. Besides some rubble and
remains of stone terraces and walls, all
that still stands is the domed stone struc-
ture of the former village school. The site
is within the JNF's USA Independence
Park.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of ‘Allar does not appear on
contemporary maps of Israel.
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38 'IQRIT — ACRE DISTRICT
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1948: Population 568; Houses 83
OCCUPATION DATE: October 30, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: ‘Oded Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Hiram

POST 1948: In 1949, Moshav Shomera
was established on the border between
the lands of *Igrit and Tarbikha; Moshav
Goren was established on village land in
1950. On December 24, 1951, the Israeli
military razed what remained of ’Igrit
with explosives.® Moshav Even Men-
achem was established on the border be-
tween the lands of "Iqrit and Tarbikha in
1960, and in 1980, Moshav Granot Ha-

Galil was established on village land. For
decades, the refugees of “Iqrit (currently
living 20 kilometers away in the Arab
town of al-Rama) pleaded their case in
the Israeli High Court of Justice for the
right to return to their homes. On July
31, 1951, the High Court ruled in favor of
the return of the ’Iqrit refugees to their
village; however, the Israeli military con-
tinued to obstruct a return."”

TODAY: The church and cemetery are the
only remaining structures on the land.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of ’Iqrit appears on some
contemporary maps of Israel.
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1948: Population 2,494; Houses 323
(1931, including Khirbet Umm al-Rus)
OCCUPATION DATE: October 22, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Fourth Battalion of
the Har’el Brigade

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

POST 1948: After its occupation, the village
was blown up by the Palmach, supposedly
in retaliation for the murder of 35 soldiers
from the Lamed-He unit in January 1948
(the murderers, it seems, were in fact from
another village).'® In 1949, Kibbutz Netiv

Halamed-He was established by demobi-
lized members of the Harel Brigade on
village land. In 1958, the Avi‘ezer, Roglit,
and Neve Michael moshavim were estab-
lished on village land.

TODAY: There are no remaining struc-
tures; only rubble is strewn about the site.
The city of Beit Shemesh, established in
1950, can be seen in the distance beyond
the hills of the village and a new annex
of the city now encroaches upon the land
of the village.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Hurbat Beit Natif
(lit., “Beit Natif Ruin”)
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When the fighting started in Beit Jibrin,
[ was among the fighters protecting the
village. There were only about 30 of us,
and we were joined by around 30 Egyp-
tian soldiers. We fought for three days
straight, drawing the fighting to the out-
skirts of the village, so that the Jewish
forces would not be able to enter the vil-
lage. The Jews had come from the north
and were extremely well organized by
the Haganah with much more weapon-
ry than we had. They took the hilltops,
attacking us from a position of strength.

I am now almost completely blind, but
even back then | didn’t have good eye-
sight, so it meant that | was behind the
front line. Our forces were poorly trained
and ill-equipped and soon we were
forced to withdraw. Our fighters stayed
with the Egyptians when the village was
evacuated and we fought together until
their commander told us they were aban-
doning their positions. By this point, Jew-
ish patrols were entering the village to
see if we had all evacuated. But the Pal-
estinians stayed behind and kept up the
fighting. Some Palestinians hid and were
able to see the Israelis coming.

Then the Jordanian army came from
Hebron to Beit Jibrin to protect the vil-
lage. With the Jordanians, we entered
the village and started attacking each
other with grenades. One of the Jorda-
nian tanks was destroyed. After this, the
Jordanians withdrew as well, and as our
ranks were too thin we were also forced
to flee toward Hebron. We were without
a leader and fled in chaos.

Although we could have remained un-
der the occupation, we were afraid, so
we left. We went back to the village to
take some things for the coming days. At
first, many of us would sneak back into
the village at night for our belongings.
But after five or six years, the Israelis had
destroyed the village completely. There
were only a few houses that had been oc-
cupied by the Jews, as was the cemetery,
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AHMAD ‘ABD AL-RAHMAN MUHAMMAD AL-AZZE
al-Azza refugee camp, 2012

and the village mosque, which they later
tried to bury completely. The houses of
my family members were near the police
station and were eventually taken over
by Jewish families. Seven years after we
were evacuated from the village, and at
the time of the “Right to Return” demon-
strations, we went back, but [ have not
been able to visit the village since 1967.

Although I have not been to Beit Jibrin
for 45 years, | was one of the lucky ones.
Many never saw their village again after
they fled in 1948. I still remember the
route to the village perfectly. When you
enter the area, you will find the mosque
on the left side of the road. I heard that
the Israelis have bulldozed earth over the
structure so it is now almost completely
buried, and the far end wall complete-
ly broken through. The home of the
mukhtar [the village leaderl is on the hills
above the mosque. | hear it is mostly an
abandoned ruin now, but the Israelis use
it as a resting place while they are on
maneuvers. These houses and ruins were
far away from the center of the village,
so they were not completely destroyed. |
was born there in 1913 and until we fled,
all my life was spent right there. [ studied
in that school and prayed in that mosque.
They hold a strong memory in my heart.

Go see and photograph the mountain
of Sheikh Mohammed, the remains of
the village mosque, and the hills where
the schools are. Make these images for
me and my family to remember the place
that we come from, and so that our lives
are not forgotten.

Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad al-
Azze died in 2013 at the age of 100 and
was buried in the al-‘Azza refugee camp, the
smallest of the 59 refugee camps in the West
Bank and Arab countries. Half of the camp’s
residents come from Beit Jibrin.
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42 CITY OF AL-RAMLA - AL-RAMLA DISTRICT

31°55'40"N / 34°51'57"E
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1948: Population 127,270 (97998 Arab;
29,272 Jewish); Houses 2,339 (1931)
OCCUPATION DATE: July 12, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Haganah and Irgun
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Dani

POST 1948: After occupation, the govern-
ment allotted many of the homes in the
city to new Jewish immigrants, changing
it into a Jewish city with a small Arab mi-
nority. The old city of Ramla remained,
and has been extended. The city later
became the center of many industries.
The main street of the city has been re-
named as Herzl Street. In 1950, Moshav
Matzliah was founded by Jews from
Egypt on the southern edge of the city,

and Moshav Yashresh (lit., “[Hel will take
root”) was founded in the south of the
city by Jewish immigrants from Moroc-
co. Yad Rambam (“Rambam Memorial”)
moshav was founded by Jewish immi-
grants from Morocco in 1955, and Beit
Uziel moshav by Jewish immigrants from
India and Morocco in 1956.

TODAY: The White Mosque remains and
is surrounded by the main cemetery of
Ramla. Much of the city, transformed by
the waves of immigration and subsequent
building, is part of a marginalized sector
beyond the Tel Aviv metropolitan area.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Ramla
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1948: Population 1,438; Houses 382
OCCUPATION DATE: May 21, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Carmeli Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ben-Ami

POST 1948: In 1950, Iraqi Jews estab-
lished Moshav Netiv HaShayyara on
village land. In 1951, the villagers insti-
tuted proceedings against the Military
Government of 1948—66 in the High
Court of Justice in Israel. Despite the
court ruling that the military governor
had no authority to evict the petitioners
or to prevent them from entering, leav-
ing, or residing there,” the court ruled
as legal a new declaration by the Mili-
tary Government that the village was a
closed military area. As a consequence,
villagers who had not managed to return
to the village (almost all of them) were
forbidden to go there without permis-
sion.?? In 1955, a paratrooper platoon

conducted experimental explosions in
five of the village’s houses during a train-
ing exercise, razing them to the ground,?
and the rest of the houses in the village
were demolished later that year, leaving
only the mosque.?? In 1996, the Shimon
Peres government promised to help re-
store the mosques in former Arab villag-
es, but was defeated and nothing done.
In 1997, the Israeli Land Administration
(ILA) claimed that al-Ghabisiyya had
been “abandoned” in 1948 and began
disputing that the village’s mosque had
ever been a mosque at all, refusing the
villagers’ appeals to return to using the
mosque for prayer.??

TODAY: All that remains today is the shell
of the mosque and the unkempt ceme-
tery. The villagers still pray in the field
outside the sealed mosque. The village
site is now within the JNF’s Yehi‘am For-
est.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None
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[ was born in 1933. We lived right next
to the well of Kafr ‘Ein, just half an hour
from my present home in the Arab—
Israeli city of Umm el-Fahem. | remem-
ber we had the best land, with water
running down to it from the surrounding
hills. When [ was fourteen, we were driv-
en out by the occupation. At the time we
thought it would only be for a few days.
None of us realized we would never re-
turn.

The house we left was like a palace,
but when we went back only two weeks
later, all the houses—even the furniture
inside—had been almost completely de-
stroyed. The Jews didn’t want us to nur-
ture any hopes of return, so they had
obliterated everything, taking over the
few remaining places for themselves.

We had been good neighbors to the
Jews in the past, but when they occupied
our lands it made no difference. Those
people who had been our neighbors took
our land and never gave us the chance of
return. They turned on us.

At first my family migrated to al-Lajjtn,
then to Musmus, but eventually we were
forced to come to Umm el-Fahem. Ini-
tially we worked planting tobacco. Later
I was able to buy a piece of land and [
built an illegal house on it, where [ still
live to this day. Long ago I had worked in
construction and was among the workers
who built the city of Tel-Aviv. Now, hav-
ing built this small house illegally—since
it was impossible to be granted permis-
sion—| was handed a demolition order. |
told the government officials that if they
wanted to destroy my house, they should
dig a grave for me, too, and | went to
court.

In court, the lawyer argued that | had
already lost my land once and pleaded
with the judge to take my service to
the nation into account. After all, I had
helped them build their largest city. For-
tunately he was lenient and gave me a
six-month sentence with a large fine and
labor to fulfill my debt. I paid off the
fine within a year. The irony is that, even
though the house was illegal, the gov-
ernment still demanded | pay taxes each
year. The judge had decided that. Now
we live as a joint family and my sons have
built their own houses on the land.
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AMIN FU'AD AS‘AD
Umm el-Fahem, 2011

After the establishment of the State of
Israel we were left without basic provi-
sions, so we had to resort to smuggling
the things we needed from Jordan. We
often sold these smuggled goods on to
the kibbutz that occupied our lands. We
took the risk in order to have a chance
to keep our lives going. The funny thing
is that after taking our land, the Jews
acted as if nothing had happened—they
wanted to treat us as their brothers and
close friends. But I tell you that for Jewish
people there is no friendship. Only their
own interests and desires play a role in
their lives. The Iraqi Jews brought to set-
tle the nearby kibbutz didn’t speak He-
brew, but they were allowed to live in our
old houses. None of them felt responsible
for the fact that they were living in our
houses and on our land. Since my ene-
my is also my judge, what can one say
in response to such a situation? Despite
living so close to my old home, | never go
back to visit it now. Somehow, I feel that
if | go back, maybe [ will die right there,
since all my fondest memories are from
that place.

[ went to the kibbutz once, 24 years
ago, to buy cows. They were grazing
where we used to live. | asked the Jewish
man if | could take a moment to have
a cigarette under an old tree as | had
in the past. He agreed and | smoked a
cigarette there, sitting beneath the tree.
Then [ clipped off a branch and he asked
me why. | told him that | wanted to put
it above my father’s photograph, which
hangs in my new home. When | got back
that night, I put the branch above the
photograph, where it has remained ever
since. After that visit | decided | could
never go back. It made me too depressed.
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Amin Fu'ad As'ad and his wife
on their wedding day
As‘ad family home, Umm el-Fahem, 2011
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46 BEIT 'ITAB — JERUSALEM DISTRICT

31°44’5"N / 35°3'11"E

KHIRBET HOSHA - HAIFA DISTRICT

32°47'35"N / 35°8'37"E
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1948: Population 626; Houses 193
OCCUPATION DATE: October 21, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Harel Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

POST 1948: In 1950, the Nes Harim and
Bar Giora moshavim were established on
village land by Kurdish, Moroccan, and
Yemenite immigrants. In 1976, the JNF
began developing the site to commem-
orate the 200th anniversary of Ameri-

can Independence, marking “friendship
through nature.”?*

TODAY: Remnants of the cemetery with
several open graves that expose human
bones, as well as the ruins of a Crusad-
er fortress, are surrounded by rubble.
Israeli farmers cultivate portions of the
surrounding land. The former village is
within the Beit ‘Itab National Park and
the JNF’s USA Independence Park.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None
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1948: Population 464; Houses 121
OCCUPATION DATE: April 16, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Carmeli Brigade
OCCUPATION OPERATION: Ramat Yohanan
Battle

POST 1948: After occupation, the
Carmeli units beat off repeated counter-
attacks by the Arab Liberation Army and
subsequently leveled the village.?* Village
land was annexed to the Arab town of
Shefa-‘Amr.

TODAY: Partial remains of several walls
and arched windows of former houses

stand amid cacti and the rubble of the
former village. A Magam (shrine) and
the cemetery remain in an overgrown
quarter of the land. The Usha and Ramat
Yohanan kibbutzim are currently on the
village land. The village site is within the
JNF’s Kiryat Ata Forest and Gush Alonim
National Park.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Hurbat Usha (the
Hebrew ancient name of the place). The
former village of Khirbet Hosha does not
appear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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48 UMM AL-SHOF - HAIFA DISTRICT

32°33"12"N / 35°02'55"E
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1948: Population 557; Houses 125
OCCUPATION DATE: May 12, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Etzel (Irgun)
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Coastal clearing
operation

POST 1948: In 1953, Moshav Giv'at Nili
was established on village land.

TODAY: The partial remains of the shrine
of al-Shaykh ‘Abdallah rest on a hilltop

surrounded by dense undergrowth, with
a tomb beneath a cluster of trees at the
base.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of Umm al-Shof does not ap-
pear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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1948: Population 6,113; Houses 624
W(1931; including al-Tira Station, Neu-
hardhof, Kafr Smir Station, al-Kababir)
OCCUPATION DATE: July 16, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Israeli Navy; Golani,
Carmeli, and Alexandroni Brigades
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Ten-days battles

POST 1948: In 1948, two immigrant
camps were established in al-Tira, later
to be absorbed into the town of Tirat
HaCarmel, which included the village
site; Kibbutz HaHotrim was established
on village land. In 1949, Moshav Mega-

dim was established on village land and
the youth village Kfar Galim and Beyt
Tzvi school in 1953.

TODAY: Several houses remain standing.
The untended cemetery rests beside the
road of the kibbutz. The village school
is now used by Israeli students. Part of
the village site is within Mount Carmel
National Park.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of al-Tira does not appear on
contemporary maps of Israel.
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I was born in 1927 on the outskirts of
Sar‘a village. My sister Aziza was married
to a man from our village, and when they
came to collect her for the wedding, they
saw me, and they told my future hus-
band, ‘Abdallah Abu Latifah, about me.
He was looking for a wife and | was a
good match and seemed to attract him.
We were married soon afterwards, and
he brought me at fifteen to live with his
family. We lived near the Deir ’Aban sta-
tion. | can remember watching the trains
go by as they made their way to Jerusa-
lem.

Things were good before the arrival
of the Jews. We had been married for
five years when their forces came near
our village and the Nakba began. On the
day of the attack, a plane flew overhead
and dropped four bombs. They didn’t
explode, but they destroyed the houses
they fell on. Our house was damaged—
the roof and one wall had fallen in. We
ran to the Egyptian and Jordanian mil-
itary camp near the station, and stayed
there for ten days under their protection.
In those first days the Jordanians came to
the village to defend it from the Israelis.
They collected the unexploded bombs
and asked my husband, who had a mule
and cart, to bring them back to the camp.
There they took the bombs apart to make
a new bomb and exploded it in an at-
tempt to try to fool and intimidate the Is-
raelis. The truth was they didn’t have any
bombs of their own and wanted to make
the Israelis think they were better armed
than they were. But it only worked for a
short time, and after ten days the Israelis
took over the village.

When the news reached us, we de-
cided to leave for Beit Nattif, where we
made a shelter and were able to stay for
thirteen days before the Israelis arrived
and we were forced to flee once again,
this time to al-Khadr, where we stayed
for a fortnight.

[ had given birth to two children in
Sar'a, but both had passed away. My
daughter who survived was born before
we fled the village, so we were also trav-
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NA'TMA MUHAMMAD ISMA'IL
Qalandya refugee camp, 2011

eling with an infant. We were looking
for a village free from Israelis where we
could stay in peace. Each time we moved,
we thought we had fled far enough to
be safe. But in each place we landed,
they soon followed. Next we fled to Beit
Sahir, where we stayed until the rains.
We found a home to rent, but things
were difficult, and eventually we were
forced to move on to the small village
of Abu Falah, where we stayed for three
years, living in a cave.

At this time my parents went on to
Jordan, but my husband and I stayed be-
hind because he was afraid to lose his
job in construction work. But we could
not afford rent elsewhere and life in the
cave was difficult, so eventually we had
no choice than to come to the Qalandya
camp. The United Nations Relief Agen-
cy [UNRWALI gave us this piece of land,
where we built our house. It was here
that [ had my fourth child, Naeem, who
survived and is the father of my grandson
‘Abdallah, who is with us now.

When we left the village, we left our
home exactly as it was, thinking we
would return. But that day never came,
and we have lived here ever since. My
husband lived with me here in the camp
until his death at over 100 years old.

When [ think back to our village at
Sara, I remember the old Magam Ireli-
gious shrinel, but it has since been de-
stroyed. We had a sprawling house where
the whole family lived together. The
spring of al-Qantara and the well were
right next to the house. | remember how
the men used to spend their evenings at
the coffee shop. For years, we could not
go back, for fear of the Israelis who had
occupied our houses and land. We went
back to visit Sara only once, five years
ago, but the place is now an Israeli farm
and we were too afraid to enter. | don’t
know if I will ever be able to go back to
the spot that was my home.

Nd'ima passed away in 2012 and was bur-
ied in the Qalandya refugee camp.
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52 QALUNYA - JERUSALEM DISTRICT
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CITY OF JAFFA — JAFFA DISTRICT
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1948: Population 1,056; Houses 260
OCCUPATION DATE: April 11, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: 4th Battalion of the
Palmach (Palmah)

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Nahshon

POST 1948: On the day of the occupa-
tion, Palmach units were ordered to kill
everyone they found in the village, which
was at the time held by foreign irregu-
lars; the inhabitants having fled on April
2. That day and the next, Haganah units
blew up the village.?° In 1956, Mevaseret
Yerushalayim was established on village
land by immigrants from North Africa;
in 1963, village land was joined with the

settlement of Ma'oz Tzion (lit.,, “Strong-
hold of Zion”), established in 1951, to
become a suburb of Jerusalem called Me-
vaseret Tzion.

TODAY: The shells of several houses re-
main in the southwestern section of the
village, along with the cemetery, which
rests amid stone rubble and parts of col-
lapsed buildings. A portion of the village
site is within the Telem Springs National
Park. Amidst the rubble of the former vil-
lage are the village terraces, with almond,
fig, and olive trees, along with cacti at the
bottom of the slope.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The vil-
lage has no official name and does not
appear on contemporary maps of Israel.
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1948: Population 70,760 (1947)
OCCUPATION DATE: May 12-14, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Haganah and Irgun
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Coastal clearing
operation

POST 1948: After occupation, most of Jaf-
fa’s Arab section was blown up and bull-
dozed; only the al-Ajami neighborhood,
the Old City (which was also partially de-

stroyed), and small parts of al-Manshiyya
neighborhood were spared. Most of Jaf-
fa’s souks were obliterated. In 1954, Jaffa
became part of Tel Aviv.

TODAY: Jaffa’s al-Ajami neighborhood is
in the midst of gentrification. Jaffa’s Arab
population currently numbers around
10,000 people.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Tel Aviv—Yafo.
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| was a farmer before the war. | was born
in 1927 on the outskirts of Ras Abu ‘Am-
mar, and in those days our family’s land
extended all the way into the heart of
the village. We used to water our sheep
at the watering hole and spend our time
near the mosque, where all the social
life took place. The mosque was around
seven square meters and overlooked
the hamam, with water cascading down
into a pool. The mosque had been built
in front of a church that had been de-
stroyed years before.

When the war came, | was one of
the combatants. Our battle of resistance
lasted for two days and | fought by the
side of other villagers on what quickly
became a moving front. After we lost
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NIMIR MUHAMMAD ‘ABDALLAH
Deheishe refugee camp, 2011

the battle, the Jews came into the village
and put explosives into the houses of our
neighbors, the Al-Muhadas and al-Jihad
families. Everything was destroyed.

On October 22, 1948, we fled, first to
Bethlehem and then to Jordan, but even-
tually I came to Deheishe refugee camp,
where [ met my wife and settled down.

There were always pine trees in the
village when we lived there but most of
the forest was planted by the Jewish Na-
tional Fund after we fled. They wanted
to hide the fact that we had once been
there, that people had lived for genera-
tions on that land. The village mosque
was destroyed long ago. There is nothing
for you to recognize as the village where
we once lived.
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56 DEIR '"ABAN - JERUSALEM DISTRICT

31°44'35"N / 35°0"37"E
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1948: Population 2,436; Houses 509
OCCUPATION DATE: October 20, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Har’el Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Ha-Har (“The Mountain”)

POST 1948: In 1948, Kibbutz Tzora was es-
tablished, partly on village land. Moshavim
Mahsiya and Yish'i, together with the town
of Beit Shemesh, were established on vil-
lage land in 1950.

TODAY: Several roofless, collapsing struc-
tures remain at the site, which is strewn
with rubble and the remains of cisterns
and wells. The village site is now within
the JNF’s USA Independence Park.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of Deir ’Aban does not ap-
pear on contemporary maps of [srael.
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‘ATLIT - HAIFA DISTRICT

32°41'38"N / 34°56'19"E

1948: Population 174; Houses unknown
OCCUPATION DATE: May 15, 1948 (con-
tested)

OCCUPATION FORCES: Unknown
OCCUPATION OPERATION: Unknown

POST 1948: On October 7, 1948, follow-
ing a lull in fighting in the war and com-
plaints by Israeli special interest groups
such as archaeologists, the Haifa District
headquarters ordered that demolition ac-
tivities in several villages that contained
Roman or Crusader ruins, among them

‘Atlit, be ceased.?”” The Jewish town of
‘Atlit and Kibbutz Neve Yam are now on
village land.

TODAY: The remains of a Crusaders for-
tress in which villagers settled is now
within a closed military base of Israel’s
Naval Commando unit. A nearby railway
station that served the villagers today
serves Israelis. The village site is within
‘Atlit Antiquities National Park.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: ‘Atlit
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58 TOWN OF BISAN - BISAN DISTRICT

31°36'26"N / 34°53'44"E
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1948: Population 6,009; Houses
unknown

OCCUPATION DATE: May 12, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Golani Brigade
OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation
Gideon

POST 1948: After occupation, the ap-
proaches to the town were mined to
prevent the inhabitants from returning,
and in the following months many of the
houses were destroyed. By April 1950,
the village now known as Beit She’an had
a population of 2,000 settlers.?® During
the 1950s, an absorption camp offering

accommodation for new Jewish refugees
from North Africa was constructed. It
would later become a “development
town.” In 1999, Beit She’an was incorpo-
rated as a city.

TODAY: The shell of the railway station,
the al-Arba‘in mosque, and the adjacent
cemetery remain, in addition to the cita-
del and the former palace (saray). Several
homes have been taken over by Israelis
and turned into shops. The majority of
the city remains in ruins and is uninhab-
ited. A shopping mall has been built op-
posite the mosque.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: Beit She’an
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AL-LATRUN - AL-RAMLA DISTRICT

31°49'52"N / 34°58'57"E
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1948: Population 220; Houses 26
OCCUPATION DATE: July 18, 1948
OCCUPYING FORCES: Yiftach Brigade
(unsuccessful)

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Operation Mac-
cabi, Operation Bin Nun Alef, Operation
Bin Nun Bet, Operation Yoram, Opera-
tion Dani, Operation Larlar (all mid-May
to mid-July; all failed)

POST 1948: In 1949, the village residents
moved to ‘Imwas, and al-Latrln fell with-
in the no-man’s land between Israel and
Jordan; their houses remained empty un-
til the occupation of the village by the
[sraeli army in 1967, during the Six-Day

War. On the first day of the 1967 war, the
Israeli army occupied the nearby West
Bank villages of Yalu, Imwas, and Beit
Naba, immediately destroying them. In
1969, the Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
(“Oasis of Peace”) cooperative village
was founded for Jews and Palestinians
(all Israeli citizens) on a portion of the
village land that had been purchased by
the nearby monastery.

TODAY: In the former village, only a small
outcropping of rubble and several dilap-
idated walls remain. The rest has been
completely demolished.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None
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[ was born in al-Lydd in 1935. Our house
was in the center of the city, behind the
animal market. On July 11, 1948, Haga-
nah and Irgun forces entered the city and
during the fighting we were forced to
leave. The Jews came to our house and
told us to go. They arrived with heavy
weapons and we had heard of the Deir
Yasin massacre, so we knew that there
was no other choice. Before the evacua-
tion there had been nearly 20,000 peo-
ple living in al-Lydd. On the day we left,
more than 400 were killed. Our house
was also next to the Dahmash mosque,
where a terrible massacre took place.
More than 170 people were killed when
the Jews entered the mosque. People had
thought they would be safe in that sanc-
tuary but it turned out they were wrong.

We fled first to the old city of al-Bira
[al-Birehl, and from there we went to
Gaza. Eventually, we came here, to al-
’Am'ari camp, where we have lived ever
since.

It was after 1967 that 1 went back
to the house for the first time. An Iraqi

R dgame &y o)
2011 oM gymadl s

ZOHRIYYA MAHMUD HANAFI
Al"Am‘ari refugee camp, 2011

Jewish family was living there. They wel-
comed me inside for coffee, and while we
were sitting there, | told them it had once
been my house. They said if | wanted it,
I could buy it back from them. This, even
though all the furniture inside—even the
chairs we were sitting on—were the ones
we had left behind when we fled the vil-
lage. I left, and didn’t go back again un-
til the early 1970s. The house was still
there, but this time the Iraqis told us that
if we didn’t leave, they would call the po-
lice. We decided it was better to go, and
since that day we have never returned.
Even if | wanted to go back now, I
would need a special permit to enter
Israeli territory—something they will
never grant me in these difficult times.
Today the city is called Lod, and the old
name has been lost. But when you go
there, go to the Dahmash mosque and
ask for where the animal market used to
be. The market was between the mosque
and our house, so you will know, just
after the market, that you are standing
where we once stood all those years ago.
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62 ‘IMWAS - AL-RAMLA DISTRICT

31°50'23"N / 34°59'26"E
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1967: Population 1,955 (1961); Houses
224 (193D

OCCUPATION DATE: June 7, 1967
OCCUPATION FORCES: Israeli Defense
Force (IDF)

OCCUPATION OPERATION: N/A

POST 1967: In 1967, during the Six-
Day War, Israel captured and annexed
the Latrun salient. Imwas, along with
the villages of Yalu and Beit Niba, was
completely destroyed with explosives
and bulldozers. In 1968, as a sign of

Canadian-Israeli friendship, the JNF of
Canada began work on the Canada Park.
Built over 79,000 acres, the park was
completed in 1984.

TODAY: None of the houses of the vil-
lage remain and the land has been sub-
sumed beneath the Canada Park. Two
shrines—for Abu ‘Ubayda Ibn aljarrah
and Mu'adh Ibn Jabal—and the nearby
cemetery remain within the forest.
OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of ‘Imwas is part of the Cana-
da Park, also known as Ayalon Park.
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YALU - AL RAMLA DISTRICT

31°50'27"N / 35°1'33"E
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1967: Population 1,644 (1961); Houses
245 (1931)

OCCUPATION DATE: June 7, 1967
OCCUPYING FORCES: Israeli Defense
Force (IDF)

OCCUPYING OPERATION: Six-Day War

POST 1967: At the end of the Six-Day
War, following the annexation of the
Latrun salient, through which part of the
main Tel Aviv-Jerusalem highway runs,
the villages of Yalu and ‘Imwas were de-
molished in advance of the creation of
the Canada Park, established in 1968 by
the Jewish National Fund (JNF) of Cana-
da over an area of 32,000 acres.

TODAY: The village is completely de-
stroyed and the rubble scattered. Walled
terraces remain throughout the park,
planted with fig trees, almonds, carob,
and cactus. On one hilltop a doorway in
a stone-walled fagade leads into a former
house cave. Several dozen unmarked,
ringed, oblong graves are clustered by
the side of a path and well.

OFFICIAL ISRAELI NAME: None. The for-
mer village of Yalu does not appear on
contemporary maps of Israel. The village
is part of the Canada Park, also known as
Ayalon Park.
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