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A SITUATION USING STREETS, WALKING, GLANCING

1 vity
%' 1, March 15,1969

Ave, East, from 49th 5t North to 51st St South
Saturday Afterncon, 2PM to S5PM

A continuous walk, for three hours, around the sidewalk of a
busy city street: straight line along the curb, cut across the
corner, straight line alongside buildings.

In the middle of people going in and out of stores, I'm walking
long enough for someone to notice, for someone to think: 'Hey,
I've seen this guy before.'
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A SITUATION USING STREETS, WALKING, GLANCING:
Notes

‘.

2.
3.

A moving point on the boundary of a rectangle that does not'
exist unless each point at which I vas is remembered and connected.

Points of view.

Point: an instrument used in etching and engraving; a particular
narrowly limited part of a surface or of a space that is singled
out as occupying a usually precisely indicated spot and that has
usually minimum extension or no relevant extension; a particular
narrowly limited step, stage, or degree in the condition or
development of something that is typically singled out as critical
or decisive or as otherwvise highly significant or important; a
distinguishing trait or feature, individuating mark.

Possibility of recognition (A person seeing me, walking by once,
a8 he)she goés into a store; the person seeing me, walking by
again, as he/she comes out of the store; the person wondering
whether or not he/she has already seen ne).

Recognize: to take notice of; to make out or perceive to be
something previously known; to acknowledge the de facto existence
of (as & government in a state); to acknowledge the independence
of (as a conmunity or body that has thrown off the soveréignty
of a state to which it vas subject) and treat as independent or
othervise effective,

Separate: to make a distinction between; to disperse in space
or Lime,

Pags: to proceed along a specified route; to serve ag a substitute;
to move or be transferred from one place to another.

Place; replace; in place; out of place.

Instance; substance.

There; thereabouts; therefore; theretofore.

Alrecady; all ready.

Information: knowledge communicated by others or obtaine! from
investigation, study, or instruction; a numerical quantity that
measures the uncertainty in the outcome of an experiment "o be
performed.

Walk: to move along on foot; to accompany on foot; obs.: to
circulate, spread.

‘A region is called "connected" if every point of it can be
connected with every other ?olnt of it by a path which lies

entirely within the region.
Psychology)

(Kurt Lewin, Principles of Topological




A SITUATION USING STREETS, WALKING, RUNNING
Activity

‘Street Works II,' April 18, 1969, 5PM to 6PM, 13th St to 14th
8t, FPifth Ave to Ave of the Americas

Standing on a corner, and choosing a person wvho's walking from
that corner toward the next. ,
Noting the time; running from that corner to the next, ahead of
the othar person; noting the time I reach the next corner;
waiting; noting the time the other person reaches that corner
(or noting that the other person never showed up, once a certain

time had elapsed -~ 5 minutes for N/S blocks, 10 minutes for E/W
blocks).

2 Instances:

1. 14th St(N) & Ave of Americas.
n a green coat, walking toward Pifth Ave.

[ the Amercias.
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A SITUATION USING, STREETS, WALEING, NUSNING:
Botes

1. Whan I chooss the persca walking, and know that I will reach the

second cormer befors that persan, 'I sm beginsing to shift the
first corner,' which that person marks, to the second corner;
until: wvhen that person moves ahead of me, as I stand in place
timing that persomn, 'be/she is beginming to shift the first
corner, ' which I mark; until: as I pass alongside, and our lines
of moving meet, ‘we are repeating the corner'; until: as I start
to run abead, 'Y am shifting the shife.*

Corner: L g_?—ng horm, end, point, Street: L, fem. of giratus.
E.lt aprt. of sterne to spread out, throw down.

Cormar' as a revis version, a susmary, of 'street': the
street browght to a point,

Street too large to be directly parceived: 'strest' as the
result of a rnorolhlnq mtl{ ration,.

Place: specific locality/an indefinite region or expanse.

to place: to cause to rest aor lie.

‘Lying low.*

Place: a step in & seguence; an sspty or vacated positions,

'Watch' is activated as I look at my watch to time the other's
starting point; “the watch goes on to time each poimt the other
gets to while I am coocupied 1ifting my notebook, writing the
number down, etc.

Time: a point wvhen sosething occurs; an isterval comprising

2 limited and coantisuous action, condition, or stats of baing;
2 reality that is an abaclute flowing apart from the svents
filling 18,

When I pull ahead of the person walking, 'I lose touch,' "he/she
loses ground."*

Touech: VL teccars to knock, strike, striks a bell, touch,
Strike: to achieve by or as If by coaputation or calculation;
Lo secoeed in reaching; to comes wpoa in the course of drilling
or prospecting.

Fo clear signal; no ‘clear as a bell.' (No 'point'; nothing is
‘driven into a corner.')

Mark; sarkmanship; lose aim; sarching; murk,

‘Street': (slang) release from confinesent. (I as freed from
Ehs other person,)

¥hen I get so far abead of the person walking that he/she i
no longer in sight, that person is walking indetersinately;

for all I know, "he/she say not be lking at al1.'

My running is after the ult of his/her walking.

Watch: a period of Juty; shift; a portion of time during which
& part of a ship's company is required to bea on deck ready for
duty.

Fach of us is 'on his/her own time.'

‘In line of duty': each is om his/her own line. 'Off duty': each
is off the other's,

'Shift for one's self.' 'shifting gears.'

‘Az time goes by':s his/ber time systes falls away from mine,

nove: Gk # to ward off,

'It's my move.' My rum pushes aside, is pushed aside from,
his/ber walk, ‘'Malk-up.' ‘Rundows.’

One event “evens ocut' into two,

Bven: being without a break, indestation, roughness, or other
irregularity; belng in eguilibrius; as likely as not; used an

an intensive serving to indicats am extress, hypothetical, or

unliksly case or instance of something; to come up to, match,

‘Mo moves' (manceuvers).

Prift: to wander or stray lightly, gently, effortlessly,
offering no resistance as if suspended and fleating in the air
and usually seeming to leave the cholce of dirsction to the
drift of air; to pass without contributory effort or serious
resistance or becoms borme slowly by imperceptible degrees
toward or avay from an association or into or out of some state)
to retain momentus for a tise after shutoff of power.

(Binoe I overtake the other person imsediately, ‘there is no
reason to keep runaing.')

When I can no longer watch the other person, I have to *watch
for' the next corner, ‘watch it,' ‘watch my step' (to make
sure that I adhere to the schase decided upan).

The decision is the subject (reascn, sctive, cause; doesr of the
action) of the situation, The decision is the object of the
situation, (The situation is perceived omly after the decisions
involved in it are discussed, after the act,)

Nill: desire; intention, Ny will to adhere to the scheas keaps
my actions ca the lavel of intention, -u?. to be carried out,
‘Go the distance.' '0ff in the distance.

The marker of this will is the effort required to run the lasgth
of an east-west block.

Exhaust: to drav off or Yet out wholly; to transfer (a dye)
cospletely from a dysbath cato a fabric,

(The first corner has been drawn off, transferred to the second
cornar; the ‘place’ of running has been drawn away from the
‘place’ of walking; 'physical action' has been drawn imto
"intention'; the boundaries and shape established by the will
are threatensd with baing ‘let cut' (street: stersarze: spresd
out) )

Since I began my actiom by shifting the location that the other
porson marked, I reach the second corner as that persoa‘s
repreasentative, Since I reach the corner before he/she dooo'
*he/she reaches the corner before he/she reaches the corner';
later, "now that he/she is at the corner, be/she has already
reached the cormer'; if he/she does not reach the corner, ‘he/she
bas reachad the cornar whils (even though) he/she has not reached
the corners,'
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Photograph sisvaition: Private piece for people sstending Han:ab
Teiner's "Open House,™ Street Vorks IV ("Hemnsh Veiner will open
the lofie and apariments of participating poets and artists to
the public, The first vill be Vito Ac:onei's," 102 Christopher
Streot, Apartnent 68; Seaturday, October 4, 1-3 PU »):

"Return glance" (views of the viewing location: twelve photo-
grephs of my sixth-floor window, taken from the other side of
the atreet, starting at Blescker Street and ending at Hudson
Strest, twenty steps between photographs)

o 4l 4

% During the open-~house time, I wvas norose the sireet (ssanding,
velking, talking to friends, oic). Anyone wbo had gone up to
pes ryy hovee hal to =— if he wanted to nee me - look out the
rindot onto the strect from which he had come,




BLINDFOLDED CATCHING
June 1970

Super 8 Film, b&w

3 ninutesn

FPixed camera shoots me, full-body, standing blindfolded with ny
back to the wall: from off-screen, rubber bslls are thrown at me,
one at a time, over and over again...

I'm trying to catch the ball I can't see ...I'®m raising ny arms up
in front of my face, I've anticipated when the next ball will be
thrown, I'm wreong, my notioneg are wasted...I'm hit by a ball, ny
body doubles over, it's %oo late %o protect myself...
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n closed off from the viewer (I'm
taking myself in), the viewer is an
utsider—when I choke and cough,
reak my closed circle, slip into the
lewer’s region, lose my stance,
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HAND & MOOTH

May 1970

Super 8 FPilm, baw
3 ninuten

G cazera shoota me from the walst up:
ahing my nand Iinto sy mouth, ['m pushing sy hand in we far
choking, 1'm coughing, sy hand pulls sut of By mouth
ushing my band in agaln, desper, ngalin, it gets harder each

ocner or later I wouldn’'t be able to do 1t sgain...




Seeing eye Lo eye (my eye 15 directed al
the camera eye)—eyes down (my eyes
can’t open, can't look)—eyes fixed (my

eyes become readjusted, my eye and the
camera eye are fixed Ltogether),

Looking at looking (I look at the
camera, the camera looks at

me y-exhaustion of looking (soap blurs
IH)’\IH(HI,H\IIHH" recover, Uume runs
out for the camers),

SOAP & EYES

June 1970

Super B Fils, color
3 minutes

Filxed canme: 00 e from the walst up: there's a
.

¢y I's staring into the camera less.

up and throv the noapy vater onto =y face
1 can't gae, I can't cpen sy eyes,

asera...l'ms blinking, I'm vorking the roap

t use ay hands, I'm exersining sy eyes and

eye-lidse...

By the snd of the fils, I'm staring into
worked aysell back to ay original posit
acap cn ay face,
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